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remedy. I congratulate the Government
on the good work it is doing, and if it
obtains the help and assistance from mem-
bers of Parliament to which it is entitled,
it will continue that good work. We are
Passing through an extremely difficult
Period mainly on account of the inter-
national position, and I therefore hope the
Government will receive all the help pos-
sible from members of Parliament.

We have heard a great deal of criticism
of the Government in this debate. We
have been told that we are getting only
100 miles of bitumen road constructed a
year. I could talk for half an hour on that
subject, but the fact remains that although
the Main Roads Department is doing an
excellent job, it is a long way behind
in its works programme, through no fault
of its own. One of the main drawbacks
is that it cannot get men, and those It
does have will not work in outlying is-
tricts. often, when it desires to do a job,
it has to suspend one operation to proceed
with another.

I know that has happened many times.
When it was working on the 60-mile Bus-
sell-highway between Busselton and Nan-
nup, there was a request for some work to
be done on a section of the Nannup-road,
which was practically impassable, and,
after pressure had been brought to bear,
the department had to stop work on the
Busselton highway to attend to the Nan-
nup section. There was a terrible row
about that, but what else could the de-
partment do? I have been told time and
again by Mr. Young, the Commissioner of
Main Roads, that in various districts he
could have used one or two more gangs, but
could not obtain them.

Then again, I have also been informed
that in several instances, if it had not
been for local labour being obtained, the
work would not have been done because
the men who are in the metropolitan area
will not go to the country. Therefore, the
department has only half the number of
men which it requires at its disposal. It
is simply a question of obtaining the pro-
per facilities to carry out its work. It is
all very well for members to put forward
suggestions, but we must face the true
position. I think it would have done mem-
bers good if they had gone to the Eastern
States and seen the effect of some of the
industrial strikes there, especially the one
affecting the metal trades and the Iron
and steel industries. They would then
have had a better conception of all the
difficulties which are confronting the Gov-
ernment. We talk about spiralling Prices,
but 50 per cent. of the trouble is due to
lack of production. if no-one will work,
how can we ever produce? I support the
motion.

on motion by Hon. Sir Charles Latham,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.9 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

ROADS.

As to Port Gregory rind Ralline Areas.

Mr. SE WELL asked the Minister for
Works:

Will he approve of a grant of money
to the Northampton Road Board for the
Purpose of constructing a road to Port
Gregory and for the construction of
roads in the Balline area, which would
assist in opening up a large area of good
farming land?

The MINISTER replied:
An allocation has been made on the

1950-1951 programme of works for the
improvement of the road between Nor-
thampton and Port Gregory.-

No allocation has been made for the
construction of roads in the Balline area.

WATER SUPPLLIES.
(a) As to Additional Storage, Geraldton.

Mr. SE WELL asked the Minister for
Water Supply:

Wml he give an assurance that the pro-
vision of additional storage tanks for the
Geralilton water supply will be commenced
at an early date?
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The MINISTER replied:
it is hoped to commence construction

of a one million gallon service reservoir
for Oeraldton water supply early in the
new year.

f b) As to Comprehensive Scheme,
Pumping Costs.

Mr. NALDER asked the Minister for
Water Supply,

What would be the estimated cost of
pumping one millIon gallons of water-

(a) from Collie to Narrogin;
(b) from Collie to Katanning?
The AMSTER replied:
(a) cost of pumping one million gallons

Wellington Dam to Narrogin, approxi-
mately £20, or 54d. per 1,000 gallons,

(b) Cost of pumping one million gallons
Wellington Dam to Katanning. approxi-
mately £30, or 8d. per 1,000 gallons.

Compared with cost of 1,000 gallons from
bitumen catchment with annual rainfall.
18 inches of approximately 3s. Id. per
1.000 gallons.

CHANDL.ER ALEJNITE WORKS.
As to Supply of Gyjpsum and Plaster.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:

(1) Who wrote to Mr. Collett, of Gypsum
and Plaster Exporters, Ltd.. under date the
23rd December, 1949, withdrawing the offer
previously made to supply gypsum and
Plaster?

(2) Whose signature appeared on the
letter?

(3) Was Mr. N. Fernie in Perth during
office hours on the 23rd December. 1949?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Deputy Director of Industrial

Development.
(2) In the absence of the original letter,

I cannot ascertain the actual form of
signature used by the Deputy Director.

(3) It is believed Mr. Pernie was absent
on this day, either on leave or an investiga-
tion in the country. As he is not in Perth
today, It has not been practicable to con-
firm by personal inquiry.

HARBOUR DREDGING.
a) As to Rockbreaker "Lobnit."

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) For what special purpose was the
rockbreaker "Lobnitz" purchased?

(2) On whose recommendation was the
vessel acquired?

(3) Who was the vendor?
(4) What was the cost to the State of

the vessel delivered at Femantle?
(5) Was the purchase made through an

agent? If so, who was the agent and what
amount of commission was paid?

(6) Has the "Lobaits" carried out the
work for which she was acquired?

(7) If not, what amount of work was
done by the use of the vessel?

(8) Were there any days during which
the "Lobnitz" was working at Bunbury
when she was able to continue for a full
shift of eight hours? Uf so, on what day?

(9) What expenditure has been involved
in connection with the "Lobnitz" covering
the period between the day on which the
vessel left Fremantle for Bunbury and the
31st July, 1950? How much of this amount
was in respect of maintenance and re-
pairs?

(10) What use is being made of the
"Lobnitz" at present?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Flor the breaking of basalt rock on

Bunbury Harbour floor.
(2) On the recommendation of the

Director of Works following advice by the
Chief Engineer. Sydney Maritime Board.

(3) The vendor of the equipment-
Marine Board of Launceston.

(4) Equipment only was delivered at
Fremantie.

(5) There was no agent.
(6) The basalt cannot be broken until

the clay overburden has been removed.
(7) and (8) Answered by (6).
(9) This Information is not immediately

available.
(10) Answered by (6).

(b) As to Tabling Papers.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the minister for Works:

In view of the minister's studied evasion
of my questions, will he make available
for perusal papers dealing with the pur-
chase of the "Lobnitz" and its use at
Bunbury?

The MINISTER replied:
I will, with pleasure.

COMMONWEALTH BUILDING
PROPOSAL.

As to Alternative Site.
Mr. YATES asked the Honorary Minis-

ter for Housing:
(1) Is he aware that the Commonwealth

Government intends to resume land in the
Terrace-drive, Perth, for the purpose of
erecting thereon offices for the Repatria-
tion Department?

(2) Was approval given by the Housing
Commission to the firm of Krantz and
Sheldon to build 120 flats on the land in
question?

(3) Does he approve of the Common-
wealth Government's decision?

(4) If not, will he make representa-
tions to the minister for the Interior (Mr.
McBride) to see if other land could be
selected?
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The HONORARY MINSTER replied:
(1) The Housing Commission, when in-

dicating approval of the erection of tem-
porary buildings, was not aware of the
Commonwealth Government's intention to
resume land for the purpose.

(2) Approval has been given to date by
the Housing Commission for the erection
of 60 flats in Terrace-drive. and for other
fiats In the immediate vicinity.

(3) and (4) He approves of the Com-
monwealth Government's decision to erect
temporary accommodation to meet the
urgent requirements of the Repatriation
Department in Perth, using materials not
directly affecting the housing programme.
Representations are now being made by
the Premier to Senator McBride con-
cerning an alternative site for the pro-
posed building.

DAIRYING.
As to Slaughter of Heifer-Calves.

Mr. MANNING asked the Minister for
Lands:

In view of the wholesale slaughter of
heifer-calves which Is causing concern in
the dairying districts, will the Govern-
ment give favourable consideration to
rearing heifer-calves on Governmient farms
by means of artificial feeding?

The MINISTER replied:
It is not possible to undertake large

scale rearing of heifer-calves on Govern-
ment farms as these are already fully
stocked.

An examination of statistics indicates
that there were more heifer-calves under
one year of age In this State at the 31st
March last (35,984) than in any previous
year, with the exception of 1949. (1947,
32,057; 1948, 33,958; 1949. 36,640.)

Inquiries are being made as to whether
there is any abnormal slaughtering occur-
ring during the current season.

TRAFFIC.
As to Suspension of Motorist's License.
Hon.?F. J. S. WISE asked the Attorney

General:
Will he lay on the Table at the next

sitting of the House all papers dealing
with the case of Mary Ellenor. Dargie,. of
19 Perth-street. Cottesloe, who, In 1948,
bad her driver's license returned to her
by the Executive Council after a life sus-
pension by the Supreme Court?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:.
No. Files dealing with recommendations

made to His Excellency the Governor are
of a confidential nature and it is not
customary for them to be made public.
The file will be made available to the hon.
member for his information at his con-
venience.

SEWERAGE.
As to Septic Tanks for Schools and

Kindergartens.
Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for

Health:
(1) Under which Act is it mandatory to

install septic tank systems at all schools
and kindergartens?

(2) Is this instruction strictly adhered
to?

(3) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Health Act provides that a local

authority or the Commissioner of Public
Health may serve written notice on an
owner requiring him to install apparatus
for bacterlolytic treatment of sewage.
This notice is mandatory.

(2) It is Government policy to install
septic tanks in all Government schools
where deep sewage is niot available, and
this is being progressively extended to
private schools and similar institutions.

(3) Local circumstances, such as ade-
quate supplies of water and suitable ab-
sorptive soil, must be allowed for.

CO-OPERAnTVE BULK HANDLING,
LTD.

As to Disputed Storage Charges, Eunbury.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) What are the particulars of storage

charges amounting to £1,957 2s. 3d. which
were disputed by Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd., and subsequently written
off the accounts of the Bunbury Harbour
Board for the financial year ended the
30th June, 1949?

(2) On whose recommendation was the
adjustment made?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
(1) Under Clause (b) (1) of Regulation

104A of the Bunbury Harbour Board pub-
lished in the "Government Gazette" of the
14th January, 1939, one-eighth of a penny
per bushel per week or part of a week was
payable in respect of all wheat of any
season held in store after the 15th March
next following the close of the particular
wheat season in which the wheat was re-
ceived until the date of the delivery of the
wheat.

By an agreement entered into in 1941
between Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.
and the Western Australian Government
Bulk Handling Committee a storage charge
of one-twenty-second of a penny per
bushel per week was agreed to.

The solicitors for Co-operative Bulk
Handlinig Ltd. and the Solicitor General
were of the opinion that the additional
charge authorised by the regulation in re-
spect of the storage of wheat of the 1946-
1947 season which was received in store
after the 15th March, 1947, would not
commence to operate until the 15th
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March, 1948. and would then be calcu-
lated from the 16th March, 1948, to the
date of delivery out of store. Since in this
particular case the wheat was received in
store after the 15th March, 1947, and
delivered out of store before the 15th
March, 1948, no additional charge was pay-
able under the regulation.

The difference between one-twenty-
second of a penny per bushel agreed to in
1941 and one-eighth of a penny per bushel
thus wrongly charged under the regula-
tion was written off.

(2) Answered by (1).
TROLLEY-BUS SERVICE.

As to Cambridge-street Route.
Hon. A. H. PANTON (without notice)

asked the Minister representing the Min-
ister for Transport:

Will he endeavour to have further trans-
port made available at peak periods on
the Cambridge-street run between Me-
Court-street and Oxford-street?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
I will bring the matter under the notice

of the Minister for Transport and advise
the hon. member as soon as I can.

LICENSING COURT.
As to Alterations to Hotel Rex.

Mr. FOX (without notice) asked the
Honorary Minister for Housing:

(1) Has he noticed in this afternoon's
paper that the Licensing Court has ranted
a license for the Hotel Rex on the corner of
Hay-street and King-street provided sub-
stantial alterations are made to the pre-
mises?

(2) In view of the scarcity of building
materials, what will be the reaction of
the Housing Commission to an application
for extensive alterations to be made to
that hotel?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(1) I have not yet seen the evening

paper.
(2) With regard to alterations to licensed

premises, these are considered four times
a year and 'every ease is dealt with on Its
merits.

ADDRESS -IN-REIPLY.
Seventeenth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
MR. MIANN (Avon Valley) [4.43): At

the outset I would like to give thanks to
the electors of Avon Valley for having re-
turned me by a large majority.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke. You mean the
Labour electors!

Mr. MANN: There was a grave pros-
pect of my being defeated, and In that
event I would have felt sorry to have missed
the charming atmosphere of this Chamber.
Apparently, however, everybody thought I

was right and returned me, after a three-
cornered contest, with the largest majority
I have ever had. I pay a tribute to those
who elected me because apparently they
thought my policy and my courage in at-
tempting to form a new party were justi-
fied.

Mr. fox: Did you not tell them that you
were coming over here?

Mr. MANN: No, they did not want me
to embarrass your side of the House. I
am very pleased that I am back.

Mr. Rodoreda: So are we!
Mr. MANN: I gathered that from the

applause that greeted me when I rose to
speak. I extend my congratulations to
those members who have been returned to
this House, and for those who were de-
feated I am sorry. Even in this game
of party politics we know that a fine feel-
ing rows up, if not inside the Chamber,
at least outside of it, and we regret the
defeat of men who were very fine fellows
indeed. I am sorry for the young mem-
hers on this side who have to sit behind
the Governmnent. I remember that when
I came here years ago I was told that
one had to be careful about what one said
because otherwise one might embarrass His
Majesty's Government; but when I sat in
opposition I was told, "Put the boots in
for all you are worth." I have sat on both
sides and as a result of long years of ex-
perience have become accustomed to poli-
tics. I think that the curse of Australia
today is the party machine-party politics.

Mr. J. Hegney: Is that why you formed
another party?

Mr. MANN: A little while ago members
and the staff were invited to a dinner and
they got together and chatted amicably.
But then members returned to the Cham-
ber only to hear the party issue raised
again. In Parliament the interests of the
country should come first and self-
preservation second. There is a tendency
in the world for democracy to break down
and we assembled here can, by our con-
duct, assist in breaking it down. The new
members have come to this Chamber im-
bued with a lot of Ideals. They have come
here with a great illusion, a magnificent
idea of what they can do and can be-
come. They will soon be disillusiofied. The
illusion is a great one, but the disillusion-
mient is greater. New members who are
full of hope of reforming the whole world
will find, in the long run, that they are
only small persons after all and have to
stand behind the Government, irrespective
of its party complexion. I have seen how,
when the whips have been cracked, mem-
bers have come to heel mighty quickly.
That applies to both sides.

What are we doing to help Australia
generally? What is done appears to be
just a bidding for votes. We observe that
Sir Earle Page proposes to give free milk
to children and free medicine to every-
body and free this and that. We start
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this sort of thing with the children at
kindergarten age. We take children away
at three years of age--probably because
their mothers do not want them-and put
them in a kindergarten, and from then on
they are trained in the wrong way with a
materialistic outlook. The pioneers were
worthy folk, who did not clamour for
State assistance. They did not appeal
to the Government for this and that, for
things toD be supplied to them free of
charge. They built this State and accu-
mulated wealth entirely by their own
initiative. If we continue in the way we
are going we will take away from the
people of Australia the initiative to carry
on. As the years pass by, this Common-
wealth, young as it is, will decline, because
the generations to come will have no
initiative and no desire to help themselves.

During my election campaign I told the
people that they must judge for them-
selves. I was criticised for the action I
took in forming what I hoped would be
one unified party on this side of the House,
but, in spite of that and criticism in other
directions, I enjoyed -the election cam-
paign, which afforded an opportunity to
mneet the people in frank discussion. How-
ever, I did object to Ministers of the Crown
using Government cars and Government
drivers to oppose me during my campaign,
at the cost of the taxpayers. That criti-
cism could be applied equally to the pre-
sent Government and its predecessor. At
election time all members should fight
their campaigns on their own, or at least
without the assistance of Government cars
and drivers.

In the course of the recent election at
least three Ministers of the Government
worked against me in my electorate. They
were justified in opposing me. because
they believed I was wrong, and I told the
people that they must decide the issue for
themselves. They decided in my favour.
In "The West Australian" this morning
there appeared a report giving the results
of the Premiers' Conference. We have
often heard in this House a great deal
about what a terrible man Mr. Chifley
was, but at the recent Premiers' Confer-
ence the attitude of Mr. Menzies did not
appear to be much more favourable to-
wards the States than was that of Mr.
Chifley in the past.

I believe that in the not distant future
unification will be forced on the States
by the attitude of the Federal Govern-
ment. Even now this Parliament is no
more than a local governing body, and
most local governing bodies have the power
to tax. We have not such power, or at
all events we are afraid to use It. The
reduction in assistance from the Common-
wealth Government must have a great
effect on the public works programme of
the State. and also on its land settlement
policy. The result will be to retard the
development of- Western Australia.

Recently I went to Northam to discuss
the question of a regional council for that
area, but the Honorary Minister for Agri-
culture simply said that, as he wants to
form a regional council in the Moore area,
he would not agree to the formation of
such a council at Northam. At this meet-
ing, called by the Northam Road Board,
there were delegates from Toodyay, Avon
Valley and Upper Swan. I represented
Avon Valley. However, the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture said, in effect,
"No. I am the dictator here. You will
do as I say." I resent any Minister, ir-
respective of party, telling people what
they shall do. I will not tolerate any
Minister of this or any other Government
dictating in that fashion.

Mr. Ackland: As a delegate at that
meeting, had you the authority of the
Beverley and York Road Boards?

Mr. MANN: Yes.
Mr. Ackland: Did they give you auth-

ority to represent them?
Mr. MANN: Yes. The hon. member

need not worry about that, A similar
meeting was held at Narrogin and, in the
local Press, under date the 4th August,
there appeared the following:-

Regional Council.
Question of Government Recognition.

The matter of seeking Government
recognition of the South Central Re-
gional Council was discussed at last
Saturday's executive meeting of that
body.

W. Manning (Narrogin), said that
at one time he had thought that it
would give the council status if it
were recognised by the Government,
but now he was inclined to think that
they would be better without its in-
terference and he thought that they
should not press the matter.

He was suported by the Hon. V.
Doney, M.L.A., who contended that
Mr. 0. K. Baron Hay's interests in the
council was sufficient. If they re-
ceived too) much recognition from the
Government they were likely to come
under its control. He was not keen
on being too closely connected with
the Government. (Laughter.)

The Minister himself had no faith in his
Government in that regard, and what
faith have I-a mere member of the Gov-
ernment-in the actions of the present
Honorary Minister for Agriculture?

Mr. Graham: No wonder the Chief Sec-
retary is absent.

Mr. MANN: I am sorry he is not pre-
sent. I come now to a question raised by
the member for Warren, and if I took the
proper course of supporting the Govern-
ment, perhaps I would remain silent on
this question. I believe it is time there
was a full inquiry into the Soldier Settle-
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ment Scheme and land settlement gen-
erally in Western Australia. I have bed
personal experience of land settlement,
with practically no money and a heavily
capitalised property. During the years
from 1920 to 1930 1 saw hundreds of men
walk off the land.

It has been said that there is no need
for an inquiry today because the men on
the land are prosperous, but it is a false
prosperity and a fall in prices could spell
disaster. If a settler sustains a loss in the
first year or two it takes him many years
to regain financial stability. During the
recent election campaign I visited a pro-
perty, to the west of York, that had been
bought by the Government for soldier
settlement. It was a 5.000 acre property
on which was a fair amount of poison. It
was a grazing lease and was purchased for
12s. per acre. Bulldozers were put in to
Pull down the jarrah, whitegum and
blackboys, but the trees were not pro-
perly pulled out of the round, and they
remained green. A scandalous feature of
the matter was that the bulldozers had
gone straight through the boundary and
division fences, smashing them down. The
man who had that contract was one who
had made a similar mess in another part
of the State.'

When I visited that property there were
50 new Australians working there. They
were working a 40-hour week and receiv-
ing £7 per week each. I asked what had
been their occupations in private life in
other parts of the world and discovered
that not one of them had ever handled
an axe before. Members will realise what
a staggering cost will therefore have to
be charged against that property, for
which soldier settlers will eventually have
to pay. Alter the 1914-1918 war a num-
ber of misfits, as well as many good men,
were forced to walk off the land because
they simply could not make a living. There
should be a stock taking now to ensure
that no misfits are placed on the land.

I ea concerned at what will be the
eventual cost of soldier settlement to the
taxpayers of the country. If we are to suffer
any curtailment of our finances we will
not be able to bear the cost, which will
run into tens of millions of pounds. Alter
the 1914-1918 war, land settlement in this
State was stagnant, but it was realised
by the Government that it had to put
men on to the land to bring more country
into production. What has been the result
of the scheme? It has put the practical
fanner out and put an impractical man in.
That has been the policy, and costs are
going to rise higher and higher. If a man
is put on the land today on the basis of
the reimbursement he is supposed to pay,
and it is anticipated that his returns will
be greater than in 1942. then he should
assist in paying back to the State the
amount of assistance granted to him. The
stand should not be that no greater strain

must be imposed on him, because it would
be a hindrance. Therefore I would like to
see an inquiry into soldier land settlement.

I was one of those who went on the land
under that scheme. I do not make that
request on any personal ground at all but
am merely anxious to ascertain what the
true position is in this State respecting the
scheme. As a member of this House I
represent a large section of soldier settlers
in my electorate and therefore I am en-
titled to know, with them, what the real
position is. I am concerned about the
question because it affects old soldiers.
The attitude seems to be, for some reason,
that if the Minister had not been a re-
turned soldier, there probably would have
been an inquiry. That is not right. I am
casting no reflection on the Minister or
anyone else in saying that, but, we, who
have participated in the Soldier Land
Settlement Scheme, want to know what
lies in the future.

Let us have an inquiry into the scheme
and try to save it before the position goes
too far to effect a remedy. It has been
suggested that because prices for wool and
wheat are high soldier settlers cannot go
wrong; but they can go wrong, because one
has to take the personal equation into con-
sideration. Many of these young men are
likely to fall by the wayside because of
this wave of prosperity. The man who
succeeds in life is he who has learned the
hard way. By this sudden wave of pros-
perity there is a chance of these young
men being ruined by extravagant spending,
which will eventually lead them on to the
rocks.

I go further and say that there is not a
man in this House, except the Minister,
apparently, who knows what the state of
the Soldier Land Settlement Scheme is.
As one who, in the early days, went on to
what was recognised as one of the poorest
properties in Beverley, who lost heavily
and was saved only by the generosity of
my creditors and the Agricultural Bank,
I solved my problem only by the growing
of clover and the use of superphosphate;
and my property is now a highly valued
one. The soil in this State is deficient in
sonmc elements, particularly in the southern
areas. It falls short of many require-
mnents. Mr. Baron Hay is one of those
who do not seem to be making any
headway in solving this problem. Al-
though some experimental farms have
been established they are only pilot
stations for agricultural purposes and
no-one seems to pay much attention to
the cost of grazing. For instance, Parlia-
ment should have a standing land com-
mittee similar to that which I have advo-
cated with respect to public works. There
are many members on this side of the
House who are interested in agriculture-
even on the other side of the House-who
are entitled to have some say because they
know farming. From the rank and file
a committee could quite easily be formed
to investigate many of our problems.
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Hon. A. H. Panton: The Minister him-
self is a returned soldier farmer.

Mr. MANN: The Minister is not a
farmer; he is a viticulturist. The member
for Irwin-Moore, the member for Roe, the
member for Katanning and myself are
four members who are engaged in mixed
farming and should have some say in this
planning of the Soldier Land Settlement
Scheme. However, the trait of all Gov-
ernments is this: A Cabinet is appointed
of from eight to ten persons and for some
unknown reason they develop an extra-
ordinary superiority complex, considering
themselves the salt of the earth. The
important point is that, apparently, their
parliamentary supporters are merely re-
garded as so many damn fools. The Gov-
ernment just carries on. We, on this side
of the House are entirely in the dark as
to many matters, but by appointing a
standing committee such as I have sug-
gested, the whole of the State would know
what the position was. No matter whether
the different parties change from one side
of the House to the other, the position
remains the same. The other day I dis-
cussed with Mr. Dumas the question of
the importation of more bulldozers into
the country by means of a dollar loan.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you think the
Minister should be immune from an in-
quiry because he Is a returned soldier?

Mr. MANN: The Minister should agree
to an inquiry being made. The question
does not relate to him but to that which
we should know. I do not believe in a
Royal Commission being appointed because
it would mean that some man with no
knowledge of the subject would be made
Royal Commissioner. In speaking to
Mr. Dumas about the provision of bull-
dozers in the western part of the Great
Southern area, I pointed out to him that
large properties were held by farmers there
who were not able to clear their land
owing to the shortage of labour, and the
work could be done only with the use of
bulldozers. There are thousands of acres
which will prove a success if properly de-
veloped because of the present high re-
turns being obtained by farmers. If the
Government could obtain bulldozers from
the Commonwealth Government, follow-
ing a dollar loan, it should be its policy
to request that as many as possible be
brought to this State to develop those pro-
perties which have been thoroughly tested.'This would be a means of boosting our
production.

An inquiry should also be made regard-
ing the conservation of water. Bulldozers
are the only means by which we can de-
velop this country quickly. There are
many millions of acres held ini the western
part of my electorate by the Forests De-
partment. I have gone through that timber
country, and the requisite amount of mill-
able timber is not there, and never will

be. BY appointing a standing committee
from members In this House to Inquire
into the question of land development, we
could assist to increase production in the
State very rapidly. I suppose the remarks
on the subject made by me and other
members during the Address-in-reply de-
bate are, apparently, not worth anything.
This applies irrespective of which party is
in power. Whatever an ordinary individual
says in this House-and I am not speak-
ing to my electors, but as one who is con-
cerned about the welfare of the State-is
entirely disregarded by the Government.

However, by having a standing land
commnittee of this House, the whole posi-
tion could be investigated and the com-
mittee's report tabled. The matter would
then become one for Parliament, which
should decide these issues, and not the
party. Another burning question to-
day is meat. The Government is on
a sticky wicket at present about this
problem. It must either de-control or
Increase the price. But what is it doing?
It is merely meandering along praying to
God that prices will fall. At the markets
yesterday the price for sheep at Midland
Junction went up 5s. or Os., but we are
not getting the sheep. If we have bounti-
ful rains at the end of this season, then
the supplies of meat will further decrease.
The only hope of their increasing would
be for the farmers to have a6 sudden
drought. We would then have large
numbers of sheep coming Into the market.
Why will not the Government decide upon
dc-control? It muddled through the
winter months and then, when the House
was about to meet, it suddenly decided to
approach Professor Copland and obtain
his ideas about price-fixing. He sent Mr.
Kelly. who is only a mouthpiece of Pro-
fessor Copland, to this State to report on
the meat problem.

It is always a case of passing the buck,
but if the Government wanted to meet
the situation, it could have the assistance
of every member of this Parliament. But
we receive no consideration from the
Government at all. It has decided on the
question, and what a mess it Is in! It is
now importing frozen meat from Victoria
at a. pretty high price. It has been in cold
storage for some time, I believe, and if
that is true then this State will be living
on it for a long time. The only way to
meet the problem today is to dc-control.
We have denied the worker an increase In
the basic wage for 12 months. The farmers
are not looking for higher prices for their
sheep because taxation is going to sock
them pretty heavily this year. do not worry
about that! They are not the type of men
to deny the working man his foodstuffs.
What are they going to do? They are
not going to carry the sheep over till next
May, June and July on the present high
costs. There are men who are prepared
to buy at £6 per head While the price of
wool remains so high.
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Mr. Hoar: You are not pleading poverty
on behalf of the farmers, are you?

Mr. MANN: No, most of them are doing
very well, but the point I want to make
is, why should the farmer hold on to his
stock? If the Government is going to
rely upon cold-stored meat to ease the
situation, it will be in a hopeless mess and
there will be no meat available by the
end of the year.

The present price-fixing system is not
worth a snap of the fingers. To stop the
prevailing blackmarketing while price
fixation continues is quite impossible. The
only way is to dc-control prices and allow
the workers on the basic wage to receive
an adjustment in respect of any price
increase. Under present conditions, we
are really denying the workers that right.
The moment the Government makes any
attempt to combat blackmarketing, it will
be in trouble. I notice that the Minister
is not: in his seat at the moment. He has
not launched any prosecutions against
blaclcmarketing. I appeal to him to take
courage and dc-control meat Prices and
let them find their own level.

Let me point out some of the difficulties
being experienced by the farmer. Men
working on farms insist on having their
five-day week and, after Friday night, they
go home. What is the farmer to do? Is
it any wonder that he asks why he should
work for the Taxation Department? When
the dairymen are asked to Produce more
milk, are not they just as much entitled
to claim the shorter working week? Some
of the workers, if living a mile from the
farm where they are employed, demand
overtime for the period occupied in
travelling.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are the new Aus-
tralians.

Mr. MANN: Yes, I might tell the hon.
member that those men know all about
the 40-hour week and are claiming it, too.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are well educated.
Mr. MANN: Yes. I feel sure that when

the prices of wheat and wool fall below
the cost of production, the farmers will
no longer gamble on a rise in the market.
Otherwise, with rising prices, they will fall
heavily into debt again, and I cannot be-
lieve that they will be willing once more
to endure the financial despondency and
misery of former years. One of the prin-
ciples of the Liberal Country Party Or-
ganisation aims at encouraging people to
return to the rural areas, but that is not
likely to happen under existing conditions.

I now want to raise a6 question respect-
Ing Cabinet Ministers. Something strange
seems to have happened. When the pre-
sent parties took over the Treasury Bench,
the then member for West Perth, now Sir
Ross McDonald, was Minister for Native
Affairs. Two Years ago, he suddenly
realised that he could not carry on and so

he resigned. Then Mr. Parker, M.L.C.,
became Chief Secretary and Minister for
Native Affairs. He carried on for two
years and then, for some reason or other,
he resigned. It was given out that he had
to relinquish ministerial rank for business
reasons. Then the Government decided
that the then Minister for Works should
no longer hold that Portfolio, and he was
made Chief Secretary and Minister for
Native Affairs, though how long he will
stick it, I do not know. Thus, we have
had three different Ministers holding the
Portfolio of Native Affairs in the space
of a very little time. Where is that sort
of thing leading us?

Mr. J. Hegney: They should have ap-
Pointed you.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: You could not
have made a worse job of it. anyhow.

Mr. MANN: I now wish to say
words on the native question,
people are of a hopeless type.

a few
These

Mr. Oliver: Why hopeless?

Mr. MANN: Because they can be little
more than hewers of wood and drawers
of water as long as the world lasts. They
are not like the American negroes. It is
recognised that the Australian aboriginal
is of an exceedingly poor class, and when
there is in his composition a strain of
white blood, he develops the cunning of a
dingo. I know the people of this type well;
they are to be found in my electorate in
numbers. I am afraid that Mr. Middleton
has merely passed the buck and has pro-
vided a veritable paradise for some of
these People. The member for Boulder
need have no great ideas about the
equality of mankind, because I am con-
vinced there can be no equality be-
tween black and white. These people
over the years have lived a nomadic
life-a life of their own entirely
-and it is impossible for them to
adapt themselves to our ways of life.
That cannot possibly be done in one gen-
eration or in 50 generations, and it is of
little use talking of building houses and
expecting them to live in them.

At Mt. Lawley, a home has been opened
for the training of 10 to 15 half-caste
girls for domestic service. Many native
girls are trying to raise their standard of
living, but the male aboriginal will not do
likewise. After these girls at Mt. Lawley
have completed their training, what is
likely to become of them? It is not rea-
sonable to expect that any decent white
men would marry them, and so what will
happen will be that these girls, on com-
pletion of their training, will either manry
an inferior type of white man, or return
to the aboriginal camp life, marry
some dirty hobo and bear children year
after year. Incentive is given to an in-
crease in the half-caste population by the
monetary return from the child endow-
ment. We are doing wrong in raising them
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to a higher standard and then allowing
them to fail again to their old level. This
is the sort of thing that is apt to breed
communists.

I consider that some of the departmental
officials have no outlook; they have not
the faintest idea of how to deal with these
People. I have known a farmer to employ
one of these men as a casual worker. He
was Paid the basic wage, but as soon as he
became able to drive a tractor, he de-
manded £2 per day. So I consider that
the idea of taking those girls to Mt. Law-
ley is quite wrong. People must realise
that the hall-caste is quite a different
type from the white and, by our train-
ing them in this way, they are being
placed In an entirely false position. What
standard of life are they going to live
afterwards? That is the question we have
to consider.

All this talk about granting citizenship
rights is the greatest farce imaginable.
The natives want citizenship rights only
to enable them to get drink-nothing else.
Some of them are making big money-up
to £10 and £15 a week. I asked one of them.
"Why not apply for a permit for a small
house? You are making enough money
to do that." But no, these people prefer
the gambling school; they would rather
spend their money on playing two-up. They
are an irresponsible type having no sense
of citizenship. I am afraid that a lot
of the migrants being brought from over-
sea have no citizenship or decency, either.
Some of those people are of a bad type.
filthy in every way, and it Is too much t
expect that they can be raised to a level
equivalent to our standard of life. Their
population is increasing by leaps and
bounds, and it pays them to have babies.
There is no control in that regard.

I would like to hear the Minister for
Native Affairs speak on this subject. I
was sorry he did not attend a meeting at
Katanning which was called some time
ago by all local governing bodies to dis-
cuss the problem. Mr. Middleton was
there, with his officers, and he tried to
ram his views down our throats. It is
the Government's duty to make the policy,
and the Commissioner's to carry it out.
But I think that today the Commissioner
is calling the tune. Hle lays down the
policy and the Minister does as he is told.
That strikes me very forcibly indeed. I
doubt if the Minister knows the exact
position of his department. I speak
strongly on this subject because I foresee
impending trouble. We have no hate in our
hearts for these poor devils. I myself
have tried to help them on my farm, but
they are hopeless. I want to mention the
policy speech of the Leader of the Country
and Democratic league, but I do not want
to speak behind his back tonight. When
I fought my election campaign I1 was
pretty solidly opposed by his party.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They were certainly
after your scalp!

Mr. MANN: Yes, and the result of the
election was a court case, which I won. I
was astounded to read the following state-
ment in the Policy speech to which I have
refered:

Mr. Doney, as Minister for Works,
faced the enormous problems of pub-
lic works and water supplies, both
country and metropolitan. The great-
est bottleneck is shortage of steel
plates for pipes. We have somewhat
relieved this shortage by importing at
much greater cost from Japan and
oversea. The Commonwealth rejected
the comprehensive water supply
scheme of our Labour predecessors,
but proposed a smaller scheme for
which legislation was immediately
introduced and passed. This work is
being pushed ahead both in its south-
ern and north-eastern sectors as
quickly as possible.

I replied to that in the Press and said
that a committee was appointed from both
Houses to decide the issue with respect
to that measure, and one man-Mr.
Roche-defeated the Bill. Probably he
was Justified, and perhaps he believed he
was right. If he believed the legislation
would have an eff ect on the people east
of the Great Southern, he was justified;,
but for anyone to include what I have
just read in a policy speech was wrong.
I told the people of Avon Valley and Brook-
ton what I thought of the Government
and the Minister. I say now, and I repeat
what I Said: In my election campaign, that
we should have had the Hawke compre-
hensive water scheme. It is recognised by
the farmers today that the Leader of the
Opposition was right, and the Minister
for Works knows that. if the Bim had
been passed these unfortunate people
would have had some water to carry on
with, because the scheme by now would
have almost been in operation. 1If a war
breaks out, the Great Southern scheme
will not be finished until it is over.

The Chief Secretary: Who do you sug-
gest put up the matter you have just
spoken of?

Mr. MANN: It is in the Policy speech of
the Minister's party, and the Minister
was in my electorate quite frequently. I
do not mind a f air issue, but this is not
true, because this House passed the Bill.
The Minister himself supported it, and so
did I, but it was defeated by a Country
Party man in the other House.

The Chief Secretary: You will remember
that I solidly supported the Bill.

Mr. MANN: Yes, but when the elections
were on, the Chief Secretary subscribed
to his party leader's policy speech. I am
not referring to the Chief Secretary alone,
but to the policy speech. My electorate is
rather fortunate with respect to water in-
asmuch as a large part of the area I repre-
sent is in the Avon Valley. But water is
a most important matter, and the overall
picture in Western Australia was never
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more grim. In the eastern wheatbelt the
dams are empty, Mundaring is low, and
the Problem, because of the possibility of
Carrying more stock, is acute. I believe
the only salvation of the State lies in
larger schemes. I have listened to the
Minister for Works, who is a young man,
and I hope that he will show State-wide
vision in this matter.

The Government should endeavour to
establish large catchment areas in the hills
for the conservation and subsequent reticu-
lation of water. Also, if the Prime Min-
ister has any faith In this Western Aus-
tralian Government, let him help us by
providing bulldozers so that we may carry
out excavations of areas where water may
be obtained. At the present time, boring
in the river flats of the Avon Valley Is pro-
ducing marvellous results. We are not
particularly short of water there, but we
are experimenting and getting astounding
results. We have obtained 20,000 gallons
at a depth of 8Oft., and possibly more.
Why has not deep boring been attempted
In this State? We might have sub-artesian
water here. The farmer alone cannot carry
out this work, because the question of
amenities for the towns arises. If the
Government is prepared to make bull-
dozers available, the farmers will pay any
price, within reason1 to have dams excav-
ated for the conservation of water.

I hope that In the years ahead we will
be spared the horrors of war, both here
and oversea, but no-one knows what the
future holds in store. I think that we in
Australia can expect increased taxation.
Our first and foremost job is defence. Un-
less we are prepared to help ourselves.
should a European situation eventu-
ate, it is a case of God help the
lot of us! Let us have a, better feel-
ing towards each other and forget party
issues. When I mentioned land settle-
ment to the Minister for Lands, it
was not with the idea of embarrassing him.
We should all try to develop this great
country. I am not a Minister, and do not
desire to be one now.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Why say "now"?
Mr. MANN: I suppose I had a desire at

one time to be a Minister, but not now.
I am willing to give Ll1 the help I can. I
am not a city man. All I know is how to
till the soil. We should all do our best
and not become involved in Petty Party
questions. My last remark to the Govern-
ment is this: Let it at least take the mem-
bers of its own parties into its confidence.
I can appreciate the position of members
opposite. If the Government has no faith
in its own members, how can the Opposi-
tion have faith in the Government? The
Minister for Lands may smile, but if the
Government is sincere in its administration
then let it be equally sincere in taking
its supporters into its confidence so that
they may help. We Possibly have as much
brains as the members of the Government.

Mr. Oliver: Glod help the country if you
have not!

Mr. MANN: I do not pass that reflection.
If the Government believes in us, it should
at least take us into its confidence and
let us try to help the country.

MRt. NflWMO (Wembley Beaches)
[5.40]: 1 have much pleasure in adding
my quota of congratulations to you, Mr.
Speaker, on your appointment to your
present position. I have a number of
small problems that I wish to touch on.
First of all, I would like to mention the
wholemilk position. In my old electorate
of Mt. Hawthorn I had a lot of dairies,
and I also have quite a few in Wembley
Beaches. Most of the dairymen have re-
ceived notice to quit. Some were in the
fortunate position of having land in the
country or in towns not far from the city,
and found it comparatively easy to trans-
fer their stock and equipment. Quite a
number, however, did not have sufficient
money to do that and so could not afford
to transfer their stock. While I repre-
sented Mt. Hawthorn, several dairies went
out of production. One man sent most
of his stock to Midland Junction to be
slaughtered, and he then decided to give
up. I think be is taking a trip to Ireland.
My sympathies go out to the present mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn because of this
problem.

Some of the people who are left in my
electorate have received notice to Quit by
November. I have tried to get extensions
for some of them, and have been rather
fortunate in being able to stave off the
actual time of leaving for one or two
months. my opinion Is that this has come
about too early. I quite agree with the
milk Board in wanting to move these
people into the outer areas, but I think
it is too early to do it. on the other hand,
it has been mentioned that most of the
properties will be used for the building of
houses. That will occur in some areas in
a few years' time--I should say, not with-
in six Or seven years, and maybe longer.
What I am trying to tell the H-ouse is that
by the coming summer we shall, in ray
opinion, be definitely short of milk. The
position will arise that people in homes
will be using condensed or powdered milk.

Mr. Marshall: They cannot get it now,
so how will they get It then?

Mr. NIMMO: I will tell the hon. member
In a minute. The member for Warren
mentioned the appointment of a Royal
Commission. In one way I am In favour
of a Royal Commission, but I consider
this matter too serious to wait that long.
We should devise some other ways and
means and get experts on to the job at
once. During the course of the Honorary
Royal Commission, which inquired into
bran and Pollard, quite a lot of evidence
was produced which would be of consider-
able value. Therefore, I suggest that mem-
bers read through the evidence tendered
to that body because it will explain my
point. The milk position is certainly very
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serious. We talk about free milk for school
children! I do not know where it will
be obtained unless we import supplies
from Victoria or New Zealand.

Mr. Hoar: You are quite right.
Mr. NIMMO: Therefore, I appeal to the

Government to try to get some experts
to go into the position of milk supply.
A number of members in this House could
give a far better picture-or perhaps I
might say a worse picture-than I can.
I understand that the people in the whole
milk business are rapidly leaving it. An-
other aspect of this question is the t.b.
testing of cows. To my mind, that test-
ing of herds in some of our suburbs has
been a credit to many of the dairies. At
one time I had an idea that tb. testing
was a good thing, but a farmer told me,
a few days ago, that he had a certain cow
tested for t.b. and it reacted. For some
unknown reason that cow was not sent
away to be slaughtered and it was kept on
his property. It was re-tested approxi-
mately three or four months afterwards
and the same cow gave a negative result.

The farmer asked me whether I thought
t.b. testing was good for the industry and
whether it was a step towards improving
the quality of the milk. I told him that
I had not had enough experience to answer
his question. But, I remember the state-
ment of Mr. Hampshire, during the inves-
tigations of the Select Committee ap-
pointed to inquire into the sale of some
cows. I am not sure whether Mr. Hlamp-
shire said this in evidence or mentioned
it to me personally, but he remarked:
"Cows can have t.b. in certain glands and
those glands can be locked." That is the
way he explained it to me. He said that
a cow could have a locked gland in the
leg, but as soon as that cow was injected
for a tb. test it fired. the gland and the
cow showed a positive t.b. result. But, if
that cow had not received the injection
the t.b. would not affect the milk in any
way, because the gland would remain
locked.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: He only gave you
that as his opinion? He did not give you
any evidence to support it.

Mr. NIMMO: No, I am repeating to the
Rouse what Mr. Hampshire told me. I
am not in a position to say whether that
is correct or not because I do not know
very much about the cow or cocky trade.
Therefore, I hope that the Government
will not wait until a Royal Commission is
appointed but that it will obtain experts
to inquire into the whole milk industry.

Mr. Hoar: What sort of experts would
you suggest?

Mr. NIM~MO: Independent ones.
Mr. Hoar: Government officials?
Mr. NIM&MO: No. I think we could get

experts from the milk industry without
appointing Government officials.

Mr. Hoar: I agree with you that some-
thing should be done quickly.

Mr. NflflO: Definitely. I was pleased
to bear the member for East Perth speak
about Heirisson Island last night. I hold
the same opinion as that hon. member,
and there is one question I have been
turning over in my mind. Will we have
the pollution committee chasing the Gov-
ernment on this matter? AUi I want to
know is: What is going to happen about
sanitary conveniences on the island? If
this island is to be made into a sports
arena, and thousands of people attend
the events there, surely it will mean that a
pumping station will have to be put in.
It is not Possible to put in a station for
£1,000. It costs a large sum of money
and I know of one or two parts in my
electorate where a pumping station should
be provided. If this could be done, we
would be able to deal with the sewerage.

There are a number of other areas that
would be easier to sewer and which would
have roads to approach sports grounds.
Let us utilise those places instead of
using this island. Like the member for
East Perth, I think it would make a very
fine botanical garden which only a few
people would visit each day. However, if
it becomes a sports arena, we will need
not one bridge, but two or three and have
nothing but one-way traffic.

Last night, the member for Warren
spoke about the tourist trade. Last week-
end I had the pleasure of going through
the hon. member's district on the way to
Albany. I came back to Perth through
York. I had with me some Tasmanian
people and their opinion was that the
areas we visited were outstanding. They
said, "Why does not your Government
make this area a tourist resort?" How-
ever, what struck me was that at every
corner where a road went to the right or
left, it was necessary to stop and think
about which way we had to go. There was
no indication as to the direction of any
of the roads. We took a number of wrong
turnings and this state of affairs existed
right through to the district of the mem-
ber for Albany. A large number of the
roads are without signs and to my mind
that should be rectified. Mine was not
the only car on the roads and several
others were more or less lost because of
the lack of signposts. We in Western Aus-
tralia are missing a marvellous opportun-
ity in the tourist trade.

Mr. Hovel: Hear, hear!

Mhr. NIh4MO: Some time ago I was in
teEastern States and I stayed at the

Windsor Hotel. I asked one of the men
In the foyer if a Western Australian paper
was available. He said. "No. We have not a
Western Australian paper. We have papers
from all the other States but not from
your State." He told me that the West
was a little forgotten place and appar-
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ently. did not warrant the purchase of
papers. I told him that webEad a coun-
try and a half and our trouble was that
we did not advertise it as we should. I
Was born in Tasmania and lived there for
a number of years and I must say that
the Tasmanians put it over a lot of the
other States in the way that they run
their tourist trade. We could take a pat-
tern from Tasmania.

To my mind, the Government should
finance the beach areas and I will en-
deavour, as I go on, to give my reasons.
First of all, I will start at Waterman's
Bay and North Beach. Some time ago in
the House I mentioned the fact that we
wanted the Government to build a boat
harbour. The idea was to endeavour to
get fishermen, on their way down, to
shelter there, if necessary, or, even unload
fish. We also wanted to try and persuade
Private Yachts and motor boats to use the
harbour and the ocean. One resident
in that area, who has since recently passed
away, left a certain sum of money for this
project if it ever eventuated. This district
comes under a poor road board. We can-
not appeal to the road board and the only
other authority we can approach is the
Government. Unfortunately, the Govern-
ment has turned a deaf ear to our appeals.

The next best thing is to try to get the
Government to take over the responsibility
of financing the beaches. The building
Programme in the North Beach-Water-
man's Bay area is progressing very well,
but we want more roads, footpaths and
so on, and the road board is finding it
difficult to obtain the necessary finance.
The board has to borrow the money
and this means interest payments. Some
time ago there was a blitz on the beaches
and, quite rightly, it was pointed out that
there were a lot of hovels there. We want
a lot of amenities in the beach areas. If
the Perth Road Board spent the money
on the beaches then the districts would
have to go without roads, because it
cannot afford to build them. To do so
the board would have to borrow the
money, and I repeat that not only would
it have to pay that money back but also
the interest charges as well. On that
stretch of the beach we have a lot of
rocks and it is really of no value for
swimming.

There are, however, some nice little bays
in one or two parts. If we could, as the
Perth City Council has done, put a groin
out there, I do believe we could make an
excellent beach either at Waterman's Bay
or North Beach. It would also improve
the beach because the sand runs right out
almost to the reef which, I think, is ap-
proximately three miles away, and it is not
likely that it would result in uncovering
more rocks. If a groin were Put in,
it would mean that the sand would bank
up and cover the rocks on the beach. I
hope the Government will devise ways and
means to help finance the beaches. I do

not think for one minute that the Govern-
ment should take over the beaches. These
should be controlled by the road boards
or councils concerned.

We are more or less in the same plight
down at Scarborough, for though we want
more amenities on the beaches it would
mean the more that was spent on beaches,
the less there would be to spend on roads.
Most of those beaches are used by visitors
whom, of course, the people of Scarborough
welcome. We might find six, seven or
eight thousand people on the Scarborough
beach, but I guarantee that out of that
number there would not be more than
1,000 local residents. It shows therefore
that the beaches in my area are used by
more people outside than from the district
itself. I do think that everybody should
share the financial burden.

At City Beach-I notice the member for
West Perth is not in his seat-a different
system applies. The money spent on that
beach comes from the ratepayers of the
City of Perth, or from the people under the
jurisdiction of the Perth City Council, and
the stores in the city help to finance altera-
tions on City Beach. That does not con-
cern the Perth City Council. Some time
ago I think it was the Cottesloe People
who were complaining that they could not
finance their beaches. So far as the rest
of the beaches are concerned, I think it is
up to each individual member to do what
he can to further their interests. In most
of those districts as building progresses,
something should be done to help finance
their beaches so that money which they
use for these beaches could be spent on
the roads. I would like now to touch on
the housing problem.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Are you getting
many?

Mr. Nfl4MO: The lifting of controls has
perhaps made our work a little bit dif-
ferent. Before controls were lifted, we were
visiting the Housing Commission almost
every day with only one regret, and that
was that the offices of the Commission were
closed on Saturday and Sunday.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Were you making any
progress?

Mr. NIMMO: The People are not now
coming to us and asking us whether we
will get them permits. Instead they are
asking whether we will get them bricks,
timber, iron for their roofs, tiles, water
pipes, baths and so on. This has brought
quite a lot of extra work on my shoulders
and, I dare say, that applies to other mem-
bers as well, because in our endeavour to
try to help these people, it is necessary
for us to visit spot mills, firms and SO
on, appealing to them in an endeavour to
get the materials that are particularly
wanted.

I would stress to the Assistant Minister
for Housing that the time has come when
everything that is Possible should be done
to help the production of materials. We
read of higher Production in bricks and of
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the higher output of timber, but that
is not enough. The question is whether
that higher production will meet the de-
mands of the people who are receiving per-
mits. One of our main problems is the
self-help scheme, as It affects people who
are building during week-ends and have no
contact with firms. That is one of the
big Problems we have at the present time.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Where are you going
to build the en-naval men's homes?

Mr. NflO&O: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber a little bit about that after tea if
he wishes. There are quite a number of
young fellows in my area who are building
at week-ends under the self-help scheme,
and they are finding it very difficult to
get asbestos and tiles. I wonder whether
something could be done to revive the old
Workers' Homes Act in order that these
young fellows could get the necessary
finance to build. In the case of war ser-
vice homes a young fellow can go to the
authorities and borrow money on a very
easy deposit. He is not required to put
down as large a deposit as he would have
if he went to a bank or a private organisa-
tion. That, of course, helps the returned
man. Now, however, we are getting quite
a number of young fellows who were too
young to go to the war-men of 22 and 23
-who want to get married. They have not
got the money to enable them to carry
on under the system of today. Therefore
the first thing they do is to put in for a
Workers' Home under the small unit
family scheme.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And that is the
end of it!

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: One might as well
write a letter to Mars!

Mr. NIMMO: I have spoken to quite
a number of these young fellows and they
have told me that had they been returned
soldiers, they would have been able to build
with the help of the war service homes
section. I hope the Government will see
fit to make use of the old Workers' Homes
Act with a view to providing similar terms
to those obtained for war services homes.

Mr. J. Hegney: The terms are liberal
enough. It is a matter of raising funds.

Mr. NIMMO: If these young fellows
could get assistance under the old Act by
the payment of a small deposit, we would
find quite a number of them would build
houses.

H-on. J. T. Tonkin: It is not a question
of shortage of funds in this matter. It
is a matter of Government policy.

Mr. NIMMO: I am trying to explain
that if the Government made use of the
Workers' Homes Act to give these young
fellows the same privileges as those en-
joyed by Men under the War Service
Homes Act, they would be able to build
far more houses.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: If the Government
did that, it would be all right; but it will
not.*

Mr. NUOJO: I am hoping it wil. r
should like to quote an instance of a
young carpenter who explained his posi-
tion to me. I thought he had done a good
job. He was from a family who had no
surplus money and were therefore not able
to help him. He could put up £70 or £80.
He is married and has one child. He has
an application lodged for a small unit home
and if he were able to get finance to help
him build he would erect his own self-
help home because as a carpenter he is
in a Position to do the job.

Mr. J. Hegney: Could not he get the
money from private enterprise?

Mr. NIMO: I do not know whether
the hon. member has himself tried to do
so. It is not very easy.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p~m.

Mr. NIMMO: There is another matter to,
which a certain amount of attention
should be given. I refer to the master
builders who have gone out of the trade.
I cannot say how many there are, but I
know of one very good builder and he
and his son are what I would term Job-
bing, that Cs, doing small jobs. Some time
ago I asked the younger man why he did
not return to the trade and his explana-
tion was that it was too much trouble
running around trying to get permits for
this and that, and he found it much easier
to do the small jobs. There must be quite
a number of these men about, and I think
the board should try to ascertain how
many of those who have left the business
since the beginning of the war would be
available to return.

I should like to give the House an Idea
of the growth of my district and of the
development that I think win take place.
The area includes a lot of University en-
dowment land, much of it unsuitable for
home sites on account of the sewage treat-
ment plants. etc., but much of it eventually
will be made available for sale to private
people. One area is termed Hackett's
Estate. Members probably know where
that is; from Subiaco one may see a
cleared patch except for the presence of
half-a-dozen trees that have been allowed
to remain. That is Hackett Estate and it
contains enough blocks to build 270 homes.
In the Wembley area there are not many
blocks left for building purposes. In
Floreat Park, the new estate, on part of
which development has been started, the
set-up is such as to reflect considerable
credit on the Perth City Council.

I should like to ask you, Mr. Speaker
whether it would be permissible for the
member for West Perth to hang a plan
of that new estate on the wall of the
Chamber for the information of members.
I have accompanied visitors from other
States on an inspection of this new sub-
division, and they have expressed the opin-
ion that it will make one of the nicest
residential areas of the whole of the
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suburbs of Australia. That is Saying a. lot,
but when members see the Plan, I think
they will agree.

In the setting out of this estate, pro-
vision is made at Reabold Hill for a thou-
sand acres of reserve, as well as quite a
number of other reserves, golf links, space
for kindergartens, civic centres, etc. Be-
tween Floreat Park and City Beach, there
are roughly 2,000 to 3,000 building blocks.
These figures are approximate. In the
Churchiands Estate, towards Scarborough,
there are approximately 1,000 blocks. This
Dumber might not be realised if need is
found to provide for an extra road or park.
In the subdivision of Double View, there
is another estate with approximately 600
blocks; at Western Park there are 240
blocks and at Innaloo about 1,800 blocks.

in the Wembley district this year, 254
permits were issued. This has been the
best year experienced in that area, the
number in the previous year having been
200. That number related to my old
boundary, but the figures 1 have given for
this year relate to the area from Gregory-
street west. In the Scarborough area,
approximately 234 permits have been
issued. on this basis I should'say that in
the course of a very few years. the popu-
lation of the area will Just about double.

Hon. J. S. Sleeman: Are you going to
tell us about those ex-naval men?

Mr. NflvflO: Some of them are doing
very well. I do not intend to detain the
House any longer because I understand
that there are five speakers to follow and
I hope they will cut their remarks short,
as I have done, so that we may finish the
debate tonight.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) 17.40]:
I desire to take this opportunity, Sir, to
congratulate you on your election to the
position of Speaker. There is no doubt
that this office is an important one in
our deliberative Assembly, for the Speaker
must hold the Scales fairly between all
members. I feel certain that you will
maintain the dignity of the office and its
great traditions.

I had a spell from this H-ouse for
a period of three years, during which time
I gained a good deal of experience in the
new sphere in which my lot was cast.
Before entering upon a discussion of
polities I would like to express the view
that we all share the feeling of the Pre-
mnier whot, in Canberra yesterday, said

that the Royal Family will be assured of
a very warm and cordial welcome when
they visit Western Australia. Further
down the page on which Mr. MoIarty's
remarks appeared, however, was a ref er-
ence to the Governor General, Mr. Mc~eUl,
in 'which Some doubt was expressed as to
whether he will occupy that office at the
time of the Royal visit. The newspaper
report is as follows:-

The Governor-General (Mr. MeKell)
has held office beyond the normal
three years, but there is no move at
present to make a change. The
Liberal-Country Party Government's
opinion that any future Governor-
General should be divorced from
political activity was expressed in
appropriate places in London during
the recent visit of Mr. Menzies. Mr.
MeKell is highly regarded at Bucking-
barn Palace, where his dispatches on
Australian affairs have kept the King
keenly interested in Australia and his
projected tour.

Because of the dignity he has
brought to his high office, Mr, McKell
has no enemies among senior mem-
bers of the Cabinet or in diplomatic
circles.

I was very pleased to read the latter
portion of that report but I hope that Mr.
McKell will remain in office and that no
party political move will be made to dis-
place him.

I knew Mr. McKell before he entered
politics in New South Wales. He was one
of the first men I met when I left West-
ern Australia for a period of work in the
engineering Industry there, and I en-
joyed his friendship for many years. As
a matter of fact, I helped him win his
selection ballot for the electorate of Red-
fern in 191.6 and the subsequent election
when he defeated the then Premier of
New South Wales. If there is any under-
hand move to displace Mr. McKell, how
striking a contrast that will be with the
attitude of the Labour Government in
this State, which recommended Sir James
Mitchell's appointment as Lieutenant-
Governor of Western Australia. When I
first came into this Parliament, Sir James
was Premier of the State and opposite
him sat the late Hon. Philip Collier who
was then the Leader of the Opposition.
They enjoyed a friendship of many years,
although they were political rivals. When
Sir James was defeated as member for
Northam, what happened? The then Pre-
mier, Hon. Philip Collier, recommended his
appointment as Lieutenant-Governor. I
think no-one will doubt that Sir James
has filled his high office with great distinc-
tion to himself and benefit to Western
Australia and the same can be said of the
present Governor-General of Australia. I
hope there will be no manocuvering to
displace such a capable Australian.

The most important function of govern-
mient is finance. We all know that when
Governments get their financial Emls
through they are satisfied because they
can then apply themselves to adminis-
trative work. I have been following the
discussions that have been taking place
at the Premiers' Conference, where a
battle Is In progress for a fairly sub-
stantial share of the revenue drawn by
the Commonwealth from the taxpayers
under the uniform taxation measure. I
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remember that at the election before last
the Present Premier said that if the Liberal
and Country Parties came into power,
they would fight for the restoration of the
State's right to impose taxation. But
what do we find?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He has altered his
opinion.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: We find that he is
more than satisfied with the operations of
the Uniform Taxation Act and considers
he is getting a better return thereby than
he would if the State had the right to
impose its own taxation. A§ a matter of
fact, he asked the Prime Minister not to
interfere with the position. Undoubtedly,
Western Australia is doing very well
under the uniform taxation measure,
but it is surprising to compare the
opinions that the Premier and his
-colleagues held three or four years
ago, when they were going to move
mountains to have taxation rights restored
to the Parliament of this State and to
prevent the State's rights being whittled
away, with the opinions they now hold. We
find that it is more convenient for the
Premier in these days to draw from the
Federal Treasurer's fund raised through
the uniform taxation measure and dis-
bursed to the States under the reimburse-
ment Act.

This Parliament has no say at all in
the matter of finance. No taxation mea-
.sure of any kind is brought down, and
consequently the members of this Parlia-
ment do not address themselves to the
principles of taxation, nor have they any
voice in connection therewith: and to that
extent the rights of the State Parliament
have undoubtedly been whittled away. In
spite of statements made by members op-
posite and in another place, and the pro-
paganda for the restoration of State rights,
I doubt whether in our life-time taxation
principles will ever again be discussed in
this House.

I was very pleased to observe that the
principles of the Federal Aid Roads Agree-
ment Act have been agreed to. I think
a great deal of credit Is due to the late
Mr. McCallunm who, as Minister for Works,
negotiated that agreement at a conference
between the Prime Minister and State
Premiers. With his ability and his know-
ledge of what was needed in Western Aus-
tralia he was able to have the matter
settled on a population-area basis. I feel
certain that our present Minister for
Works is well satisfied to know that the
sine Principle will be continued and that
we are to have a substantial increase from
the petrol tax fund.

The Minister for Works: Very pleased!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Members who have
been approaching him recently to have
-certain roads in their electorates attended
to-and this applies much more in the
country than in the metropolitan area-
will be able to go to him in the future

with a great deal more confidence than
hitherto, knowing that he will be in pos-
session of more funds.

The housing question has loomed largely
in this discussion, but I do not intend
to deal with it at great length. This
matter has a historical background. Fol-
lowing the first world war, housing activi-
ties were developed and carried on until
about 1930, when the depression struck
Australia, as well as the rest of the world.
There was then a substantial drop in
building with the result that the housing
programme went down considerably. In
the following years we never caught up
with the house construction necessary for
our people. As a matter of fact, many
farmers and, particularly workers, were
unable to secure funds to build houses. In
many instances their incomes were small
and they were living on a starvation
basis. As a consequence they had to seek
shelter where only a small charge was
made, with the result that slum conditions
developed throughout Australia, including
Perth.

Many people in the outer areas and
nearer the city, live in sub-standard con-
ditions. Those conditions still exist
throughout Australia and more particu-
larly in our own State. Had we been able
to tackle this problem in the depression
days, when there was ample labour and
material, we would not be in our present
difficulties. Many skilled artisans were out
of a job at that time, and on the dole.
A Government of which I was a supporter
-a Labour Government led by Mr. J. C.
Willeock, as Premier-passed the Small
Loans Act uinder which people could bor-
row small amounts of money. That was
done in an endeavour to create activity in
the building trades. A person could, under
that measure, borrow up to £100 to make
additions to his home.

We felt that if we could get those in the
building trades into employment then
other industries would develop and we
would have more employment for our
people. That gave a fillip to the industry
at the time. Members in those days knew
something of the old Workers' Homes
Board. The member for Wembley Beaches
spoke of the Workers' Homes Act, and
how it should again be brought into opera-
tion. I support his advocacy. I remem-
ber that before the war there was a wait-
fig list of over 500 people for dwellings
under the Workers' Homes Act. In those
days it was a question of money.

Mr. Marshall: It will be again very
shortly.

Mr. J. HIEGNEY: If I remember cor-
rectly, the surplus funds under the State
Superannuation Act and moneys not im-
mediately required by the State Insurance
Office were made available to applicants
for workers' homes at that time. There is
no question but that the benefits under
the Workers' Homes Act were admirable.
A former Labour Premier, Mr. Scaddan,
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introduced the workers' homes scheme Mr. Chifley, and the Premiers in confer-
under which many houses were built, and
many persons with slender incomes were
assisted to Purchase their own homes
without a large deposit. The great diffi-
culty today is that although the restric-
tions on building permits have been lifted
up to 121 squares, lots of people can still
do nothing because they have not suffici-
ent money. When I went home to tea this
evening a Person was waiting to see me
on this very question. He did not have
sufficient funds to enable him to commence
building, notwithstanding that he was liv-
ing under sub-standard conditions. That
is a retrospect of the past, and it indi-
cates the difficulties we were confronted
with prior to the war. After the war
started. I remember the predecessor of the
member for Moore, the late Mr. Berry, ad-
vocating from his place in the House, the
construction of ships at Fremantle; and
his advocacy eventually bore fruit. What
happened was that we had very few ship-
wrights here, so that some of our carpen-
ters were drawn into the industry-more
than 300 as a matter of fact-and became
what were called "added shipwrights". I
am assured that the ships constructed
were of little value as a contribution to
the war effort.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They were well
built.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I did not say they were
not, but that as a contribution to the war
effort they were of little value. As a matter
of fact they were only a sop to Western
Australia. I say that because the late John
Curtin told a number of us that, on an
occasion when we were trying to settle an
industrial dispute in connection with the
shipbuilding programme. Possibly many
of those carpenters could have been en-
gaged on the building of homes that were
necessary even then. The problem that
confronts us today, has, of course, accumu-
lated over the years and it will take a
long time to solve. Whilst the Minister
who is nominally in charge of housing
says that the erection of homes should be
left to private enterprise, I do not think
that this, or any other Government, could
go back to that system. I believe that
houses must be built en masse as the State
Housing Commission is doing today.

As a matter of fact, a former Common-
wealth Government-I think the Bruce-
Page Government-knew of the need for
housing in Australia and passed what is
known as the Commonwealth Housing
Act, which provided that at least
£10,000,000 a year should be made avail-
able for the construction of houses in
Australia. However, that legislation has
become almost a deadletter; nothing has
been done in connection with it except,
I think, that about £1,000,000 has been
spent altogether throughout Australia.
When the war was ending, the Common-
wealth Labour Government, headed by

ence, except the Premier of South Aus-
tralia, agreed to the -Commonwealth-
State rental homes scheme. The idea
underlying that proposition, apart from
building houses for the needy, is to pro-
vide a decent home for a worker who is
rearing a big family, and has not suffici-
ent income to pay the full economic rent.
Under the old order, thousands of
workers were forced into slum conditions
because they had to live in the cities with
their wives and children. The idea was
to get away from those conditions and
build decent homes for the people and
provide amenities, such as schools and so
on. Those were the fundamentals behind
that scheme. It made a substantial sum of
money available for that purpose.

If the building programme to which the
Government is committed is to be ful-
filled, mass building, such as is being done
today, must be continued. There is plenty
of scope for private enterprise to work side
by side with the activities of the State
Housing Commission and the Public Works
Department. Whilst the Minister may
make statements to tickle the ears of his
supporters, I think, if a commonsense atti-
tude is adopted, the present Minister for
Works, in reviewing the situation within
a few years, will take an altogether differ-
ent point of view. I wish to draw attention
to a statement made by Mr. W. L. Brine,
who represents the master builders on the
State Housing Commission, at a dinner
given by the Master Builders' Association
the other evening.

Mr. Styants: The Royal Commission
said he should not be a member of the
State Housing Commission.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: He referred to recent
criticisms of housing costs by people who
ought to know better. I understand that
he referred to the Leader of the opposition
and quoted a certain gentleman who stated
recently that housing costs had risen since
1947 from f87 to £187 per square. He said
that was incorrect. The Leader of the
Opposition stated in this House that the
cost per square had risen from £87 to £187
in two years. Mr. Brine stated that that
was incorrect. He was taking a two-bed-
room house as an example, and said that
in 1948 such a house cost £76 per square.
He further stated that in July, 1950, the
figure had risen to £128 per square. In
this evening's "Daily News," there appears
the following-

Experts Quote £200 Square.
Builder W. Brine's statement on

house building costs were misleading,
as was any statement on costs based
on the squareage of a house. Perth
architect J. B. Fitzhardinge said today.

It was to be assumed that the figure
of £126 a square quoted by Mr. Brine
referred to the base price used by the
State Housing Commission for its
group houses and was for a house of
timber construction.
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Normally when a price per square
was used the squareage was taken
under the main roof.

The base price was an overall price
and in the type of house referred to
included a lot of verandah which was
cheaper to build.

The figure would not take into con-
sideration any extra costs caused by
site variations; nor would it include
cupboards except standard kitchen
sink fittings.

The houses of the type referred to
apparently 'were fitted 'with a cheap
wood stove and a chip bathheater.

Members of the W.A. Institute of
Architects who had discussed Mr.
Brine's statement believed that the
minimum allowance for a good quality
two-bedroom brick house would be £200
a square.

Addressing members of the Master
Builders' Association, Mr. Brine said
that an earlier statement that housing
costs per square had Increased from
£87 to £187 since 1947 was incorrect.
Taking a two-bedroom house as an
example he said that in 1946 the cost
Per square was £76 and in 1950 (July)
£126.

Although Mr. Brine Is a builder and a
member of the State Housing Commission.
here we have experts stating that the cost
of a two-bedroom house is now £200 per
square.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The test would be
to discover at what cost per square Mr.
Brine would build such a house.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes. There is no ques-
tion that housing costs are increasing
every day, and if the present trend con-
tinues, there will be no possibility of the
avenage person being able to buy a house
at all. The other evening, the member
for South Perth discussed McNess homes.
The McNess Housing Scheme was a fine
way of perpetuating the name of Sir
Charles McNess, a philanthropist who did
a great deal of good work in this State.
During the depression, he made money
available for road 'work and his name is
perpetuated in the McNess-drive on the
way to Araluen. He provided the money
for the construction of that road, and the
then Premier, Mr. Willeock. was able to
induce him to set aside £50,000 for the pur-
pose of building McNess homes. Those
homes have been a wonderful help to aged
persons and widows with families, and have
enabled many people to live decently in
houses at a nominal rental of 5s. per week.
Many widows have thus been able to
rear their families under decent conditions,
and I know that a number of them have
since remarried.

There Is a tremendous waiting list for
those homes. When I was associated with
the Housing Commission, I believe there
were over 500 Persons on the waiting list,
but of course, in those circumstances, most
of them have little hope of acquiring such

homes. Unless a small number of MoNesa
homes can be built from time to time, side
by side with the other housing activities
In this State. many deserving persons must
remain without dwellings. It is to be
hoped that in the future other citizens
who have acquired a good deal of this
world's goods will decide to perpetuate their
memory in like fashion. During my receat
election campaign. I discovered that one
of the most outstanding requirements, par-
ticularly in tenancy housing areas, was
roads and footpaths. Many people are
becoming Impatient at the delay in the
provision of roads and footpaths. in
portions of the South Belmont area they
are still waiting for roads to be con-
structed. Of course. the road board has
been asked to build footpaths but it
appears as though it will be some time be-
fore that can be done because of labour
conditions and the lack of materials.

in the tenancy areas I found great in-
terest being displayed in kindergartens. I
was associated with this movement in my
district before I was defeated three years
ago, and I have again become interested
in it since my return to Parliament. It
appears, however, that many areas have
little chance of having kindergartens es-
tablished. In the first instance the build-
ings are dependent upon groups of private
people, or people In the locality, raising
sufficient funds for the purpose of build-
ig.

I realise that the provision of teachers
for kindergartens is a most important
function and there are insufficient young
women taking up that work because the
salaries paid are too low. Whilst the
Government makes a contribution towards
the salaries of the teachers, it gives little
help so far as the buildings are concerned.
We find that that is part of the financial
system under which we exist. The Gov-
ernment cannot obtain sufficient funds to
engage in this sort of activity.

About a fortnight ago an article
appeared in the Press dealing with the
need for kindergartens in Perth and the
rest of the metropolitan area. It stated-

About 200 children are on the wait-
ing list for the Lake-street kindergar-
ten. Because the kindergarten can
take only 50 children, some of the
children on the list may have to wait
two years for admission. One girl has
had her name on the list for two
years. Her father is working in the
country and she and her mother livie
in one room in a boarding house. The
child has no yard to play in and
most of her day is spent indoors.
In another family one child is attend-
Ing the kindergarten but her sister is
still on the waiting list. All metro-
politan kindergartens have long wait-
ing lists but because of lack of finance
the Kindergarten Union Is unable to
provide more buildings or train more
teachers.
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Where a family has only one child, par-
ticularly in the city areas, it Is absolutely
essential that the child come into contact
with other children at an early age. This
prevents the child from becoming selfish
or spoilt as is usually the case where there
is only one child in the family and there
is no kindergarten available. I think the
time is coming when the Education De-
partment will have to give closer attention
to the development of the kindergarten
movement in Western Australia. It Is a
private Organisation and has done great
work. At one time, during the depression
days. the Organisation found difficulty in
paying teachers' salaries. At one stage the
Organisation depended upon the Lotteries
Commission but after that things were
put on a better basis. However, this
matter should be given close attention and
the Education Department should do more
than it is at present.

Side by side with the kindergarten
movement is the question of infant health
clinics. The Infant Health Association has
proved to be of great benefit and has done
much to save children's lives. The death
rate per thousand has been immeasurably
reduced because of the work carried out
by this Organisation. It extends through-
out the metropolitan area and many
country towns but there is an urgent need
for its beneficent work in many other
centres. It is an important function of
government to try to save children's lives
and the Government should give as much
help as possible in that direction. The
Government meets portions of the salaries
of those engaged in the work but the other
portion has to be raised by the local com-
mittees or residents in the districts con-
cerned.

This movement could be extended, and
would be extended if more funds were
available for the purpose. We should en-
deavour to further its activities through-
out all country towns as well as in the
suburbs of the metropolitan area. If we
did that, we would encourage young
women who are bearing children, because
these institutions are of great help to
them. Young mothers get excellent advice
from the infant health centres and
1, personally, am indebted to the or-
ganisation. My two children were diffi-
cult In the feeding stage and I came
into contact with the work of the
infant health centres. My daughter,
who is a fine girl, would not be alive
today if it had not been for the close
attention and advice of the infant health
organizations. Therefore. I can speak with
feeling upon the work done by the associa-
tion.

The other day I read with great interest
a statement in the Paper. In times gone
by. Labour Governments In this State tried
on many occasions to have a Hill Passed
for the purpose of setting up a State
labour exchange. On every occasion
those opposed to Labour in another place
rejected the legislation. They always stood

up for the private labour exchanges. Many
of us associated with unemployment in
those days knew full well how many of
those exchanges battened on to the
workers. In many instances workers would
be called upon to pay ball their wages
for receiving a job, and after about a
fortnight's work that would be the finish!
This payment was to recoup the labour
exchange for its services. Such practices
were indulged in time and time again.

We have had many arguments in this
Chamber on the question and I am pleased
to find that a Commonwealth Labour- Ex-
change was set up by a Labour Govern-
ment. Its function has been of great bene-
fit to Australia. The Commonwealth
Labour Exchange has been praised by a
Liberal Minister in the Commonwealth
sphere; I refer to Mr. Holt, who is the
Commonwealth Minister for Labour. It
was refreshing to see what Mr. Holt
had to say the other day about that labour
exchange. In "The West Australian" of
the 26th August, 1950, appeared the I ol-
lowing:-

Government Employment Service
Defended.

Melbourne, August 25.-Eveny lead-
ing industrial country had a Gov-
ernment employment service, the Min-
ister for Labour (Mr. Bolt) said in a
broadcast tonight. This was his answer
to those people who said that the task
should be left to private enterprise.

The department's staff, he said, had
been cut by 200. or 12 per cent., but
wherever offices had been closed there
had been protests.

Mr. Holt said that full employment
had created new problems in the re-
cruiting of seasonal labour. Without
the employment service sugar-cane.
fruit and vegetable crops would not
have been harvested, because unem-
ployed men no longer flocked to dis-
tricts where seasonal work was off er-
ing.

Much seasonal labour was now pro-
vided by newly-arrived migrants.
Before a migrant arrived in Australia
the Commonwealth employment ser-
vice had analysed his Previous ex-
periences and aptitudes.

Replying to criticism by some em-
ployers that the service made it easy
for people to transfer from one job
to another, Mr. Holt said that in a.
time of full employment a dissatisfied
employee would look for work else-
where whether there was an employ-
ment service or not. The service at
least tried to steer him into Work Of
the highest national value.

"One of the great benefits which full
employment brings is the opportunity
to seek that kind of employment which
is congenial to the person concerned."
said Mr. Holt.
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That is what the Commonwealth Minister
has to say about a labour exchange. Yet,
for many years, arguments were advanced
in this House and in another place, oppos-
ing the setting up of a State labour ex-
change. Mr. Holt said that the Common-
wealth Labour Exchange is rendering a
national service to the workers of Aus-
tralia and also to the employers. I put
this to the Minister for Works tonight,
bearing iii mind his viewpoint on private
enterprise doing all the home-building in
this State. I feel certain Mr. Halt takes
a different view of this important issue,
and I hope the time will arrive when he
takes a similar view on the matter of
mass building of houses, as we do on this
side of the House.

Another change which should be ef-
fected in this State-it operates in other
States--is uniformity concerning electoral
rolls. It is most confusing to have several
claim cards to fill in. When an elector
supplies all the correct information on
the one claim card, that should be suffici-
ent. Many people have become eonf used
and the time has arrived when only one
electoral office should be sufficient for en-
rolments. This has been discussed over
the years and I think at least three of the
States now work through the Common-
wealth Electoral Office. In Western Aus-
tralia one has to fill in several claim cards.
Whilst the State card today is almost a
facsimile of the Commonwealth card, we
find that there is disparity regarding the
time permitted on which one has to
send In an amended claim card after
moving from one place to another. Under
Commonwealth law a period of six weeks
is permitted but under the State law now
it is three months. So people become very
confused with enrolment cards, especially
prior to elections, and the time has arrived
for uniformity with them.

An important need in the electorate of
Middle Swan is the provision of a cross-
ing in Rivervale. When I was a member
of this House previously I discussed this
proposal and made representations to the
then Minister, urging the construction of
a crossing there. A Town Planning Com-
mission was appointed and in its report
made in 1929-30 it recommended that a
subway should be constructed at the
Rivervale crossing. Its members had other
views as to where the road should go, but
they were definite on the subway pro-
posal. The time is fast approaching when
this should be undertaken. It does not
necessarily affect my electorate only, but
the whole of the State, because it is a main
artery to the eastern and northern
suburbs.

Mr. Marshall: It is the Great Eastern-
highway.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes, and along it a
great flow of traffic proceeds. In spite of
warning lights and bells, accidents happen
there quite often. We hear nothing, of

course, of the near misses. The Minister
did indicate, in his letter dealing with the
matter, that he had the work undler exam-
ination and that when the opportune time
arrived he would endeavour to do some-
thing about it. When I read his letter
some days later I advised the Bel-
mont Road Board, the Perth City Council
and the member for Victoria Park. "The
West Australian" wrote a small sub-leader
on the issue, giving its viewpoint and em-
phasising that it was even more urgent
than the Minister had thought. I would
also draw the Minister's attention to the
difficulties experienced with the Cause-
way. I well remember the time when
work on the Causeway was held up
because of the lack of money. The then
Minister for Works, Mr. Lindsay, when
confronted with the question of what the
Government was doing about it, decided
to spend £20,000 on the work and said
that would do for another ten years. A
war intervened and hampered the pro-
ject. Uf we do not reach a decision on
the question of the Rivervale crossing and
get the machinery on hand in order to Pro-
ceed with the job as quickly as possible,
the same thing may happen as occurred
with regard to the work on the Causeway.
It has become a great bottleneck and is
impeding the flow of traffic to the city.

In the sub-leader In "The West Austra-
lian" a by-pass road was mentioned. Again
I would indicate to the Minister that this
matter was also raised some years ago.
As a matter of fact, the other evening a
gentleman spoke to me on the 'phone con-
cerning the by-pass road, the construc-
tion of which was urged years ago. it
was suggested that the by-pass road should
commence somewhere near the Green-
mount station in the vicinity of the
tennis courts at the corner, then cross the
Helena River, and continue in the direc-
tion of Maida, Vale-road on to Rivervale.
There is no question that the idea put for-
ward in "The West Australian" sub-leader
is quite sound. Attention should be Paid
to that aspect. I know that area pretty
well and I do not think there would be
many difficulties In the way of by-pass-
ing all the crossings that occur from
Rivervale on to Guildford and Green-
mount.

There are three main crossings to be
by-passed but at Guildford there are a
number of other crossings which at times
are danger points and deathtraps. If we
plan now for a by-pass road before fur-
ther land Is bought up. then the problem
will be easier even though, as suggested
by the newspaper article, we cannot now
complete our roads. If that were done we
would be able to plan ahead and the work
could be proceeded with by this Govern-
ment or some succeeding Government.

I wish to draw the Minister's attention
to the fact that the Great Eastern-highway
is needing reconstruction where it finishes
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near Belmont. My advice from the Pub- bodies and have been asked to make re-
lic Works Department is that provision
was made for the construction of the Great
Eastern-highway and Albany-highway
Just before the war and the work was al-
most ready to be put in hand. Unf or-
tunately war broke out and nothing could
be done. I realise the difficulty in con-
nection with Plant and bitumen, but
nevertheless, having gone halfway into
Belmont, there is urgent need to continue
the widening of the Great Eastern-high-
way through to Midland Junction. The
late member for Guildford-Midland and
I made representations to the authorities
at the time for the reconstruction through
to Midland Junction. The Belmont Road
Board has been interested in this pro-
position and has been given some advice
by the Commissioner of Main Roads. But
it is not satisfied and has asked the
Minister to give much earlier attention
to the reconstruction of the highway.

Recently we had a deputation to the
Minister about the reconstruction of the
Guildford-road and I believe the points
then made are still fresh in his mind.
Knowing that the funds are available out
of the proceeds from the petrol tax, I
hope that this work will be approved of
at the earliest possible opportunity. Some
years ago the matter of straightening the
road at Whatley was considered, land hav-
ing been resumed for the purpose and the
necessary plans drawn.

The Minister for Works: It depends
upon the Plans of the Railway Depart-
ment as to where the road will go.

Mr. J. HEONEY: I understand it is
intended to build marshalling yards at
Cresco and that another railway and
bridge will be built near the Belmont rail-
way bridge, the line then going through
to Welshpool. The question arises whether
we should create another crossing or
whether a subway should be provided
there. We had hoped to get a subway
where the present crossing is, but the
Railway Department was the stumbling
block. T cannot see that the provision of
a subway is a responsibility of the Rail-
way Department and doubt whether it
would undertake the Work. I think it is
a job for the Main Roads Department.

The Minister for Works: Straightening
up the road?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes, and building a
subway. It might be said that funds can-
not be appropriated for this purpose, but
I believe that the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement permits of money being spent,
not only on roads, but also on other works
allied to road construction. I feel sure
that the Main Roads Department will do
the job and that the expense will be borne
by main road funds.

There is another road in my district
-Wellngton-Camboon-road-portion of
which serves the Toodyay electorate. I
have met the Morley Park Progress Asso-
ciation, the Perth Road Board and other

presentations to the Minister now that he
has an increase of £400,000 in the Federal
aid road fund. The road will be used by
men engaged in primary Production, who
have used it for many years. A section
of two miles was approved when Mr. MUI-
lington was Minister for Works, but when
the troops were bivouaced in the scrub
nearby, the surface was badly damaged
and I think some indemnity should have
been paid by the military authorities
to cover the damage. It is a light
gravel road and is used for carting
timber and firewood and a good deal
of damage has been done to the surface,
so much so that poultry-raisers have com-
plained of its condition.

Another important question is that of
water supplies. Doubtless the member for
Canning' will be directing the attention of
the Minister to the need for pipeline ex-
tensions and drainage in that portion of
his district contiguous to Middle Swan.
A pipeline extension required in Middle
Swan is along the Beechboro-road.
Recently a man named Kelly, who is a
builder, started a tile factory in Beech-
boro-road, Bayswater. He was unable
to obtain sufficient water out of the ground
for his industry and was under the neces-
sity of carting water for drinking pur-
poses. The Factories and Shops Act pro-
hibits that sort of thing, and if he cannot
get water from the department, his activi-
ties may have to cease. A few days ago
I received a letter from the secretary of
the Brick and Tile Employees' Union ask-
ing me to make representations to have
the pipeline extended along Beechboro-
road.

This is not a new proposal; the residents
in that area have been asking for years
for an extension of the main. Unfortun-
ately, war conditions prevented the work
from being put in hand and I know the
difficulties that prevail at present. Never-
theless, settlement is increasing; it is a
growing industrial centre, and the fact
that a tile factory is being started makes
the need for a water supply even greater.
Morley Park used to be a small settle-
ment, but is now becoming an important
centre because the building of tenancy
houses resulted in amenities being ex-
tended close to the district. The Govern-
ment has built a school there, which will
be opened shortly, but the children will
have to use rain-water for drinking Pur-
poses. Consequently, the time is not far
off when the main must be extended to
that part. I understand that the question
of taking the pipeline to Morley Park
hinges on the completion of the Mt.
Yoklne reservoir.

Another important matter is that of
drainage, which, in the metropolitan area.
has become an acute problem. The Minis-
ter is fortunate that the rainfall in recent
years has been normal and that the water
level on the swampy areas has not risen
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as it did five years ago. Alter the two
wet winters then experienced, all the low-
lying portions at the foot of the Kala-
rounds, hills and in other parts of the met-
ropolitan area were affected by the rise
in the water level and districts like Can-
nlngton, Welshpool and Bayswater suf-
fered through lack of a proper drainage
system. The Federated Progress Associa-
tions met to discuss this matter and I ar-
ranged an interview with the Minister, as
a result of which it was decided that a
comprehensive survey should be made so
that the problem could be tackled, not
piecemeal, but on a comprehensive basis.
Financial provision was made for the suir-
vey and that work was undertaken, but
I do not think that any activity has re-
sulted from it. The ex-member for the
district endeavoured to get the matter of
drainage at East Belmont attended to
because of the difficulties encountered at
that stage; and the road board had to
spend £500 to remove the water which lay
across the Maida Vale-road and the civil
airport drain.

I am pleased to know there is some
activity in this direction. There are one
or two spots in the Bayswater district,
particularly Beechboro-road. to which I
suggest the Minister might apply himself;
and there are a number of places in which
the disadvantage will become intensified
during the wet season and which should
therefore be attended to. I am informed
that engineers have said that, in accord-
ance with the law of averages, it will be
50 years before we will have another two
very wet seasons in succession; so that
in the near future the State will not be
confronted with the problem that faced
the Government of that day. Drainage
work is not very remunerative unless there
is a good deal of production associated
with it, which is why Governments do
not readily tackle it. However, I have
referred to the matter because it is Im-
portant.

With regard to sewerage extension, there
are quite a number of people in East Vic-
toria Park who have been waiting for
some time to have their premises con-
nected with the mains. In the Rivervale
and Belmont districts, too, there is need
for sewerage extensions at the eariest op-
portunity. The local authority has de-
creed that septic tanks must be installed
in new houses and there is an urgent need
for the sewerage system to be extended.
The problem is acute at Dunreath behind
the North Belmont tenancy area. Recently
we had a deputation to the Minister for
Health to see if something could be done.
but it was generally agreed that the solu-
tion of the problem there is an extension
of the sewerage system into the Belmont
district, which would mean that it would
also serve the Guildford airport area.

I want to bring to the attention of the
Minister for Education the fact that the
grounds of the Redcliffe school are in a
very bad condition. Some of the boards

are missing from the shelter sheds, but the
worst feature is that they are under water.
Most of the children from the migrants'
homes in the Canning electorate are at-
tending the Redcliffe school, which is not
in a central position because the Common-
wealth resumed a large area of land at the
Guildford airport and bought out many
of the residents in the war years. Further-
more, the school is in a low-lying area.
There are similar low-lying areas in the
district represented by the Honorary
Minister for Housing. In former days I
visited them with the Minister for Educa-
tion. The location of schools in such areas
is due to the fact that, in days gone by,
land-owning companies made good fellows
of themselves by giving away the worst
pieces of land for school sites and selling
the remainder, thus creating Problems
forever after. The Reddllffe school is in
one such location. When I was here be-
fore, I endeavoured to persuade the depart-
ment to fill in the lower parts with gravel,
and I hope that the Present Minister will
see to it that the matter receives further
attention.

At the 1947 election, when I was de-
feated, the question of poultry feed was a
burning one in the Middle Swan elector-
ate. I was unable to do much for the
poultry farmers in the matter of rising
prices, and I know that many of then.
who had hitherto supported me voted
against me at that election because they,
thought that the incoming Government
would do something in the matter of pro-
viding cheap food. An Honorary Royal
Commission was appointed to inquire into
this problem and it brought down cer-
tain recommendations. But, since my re-
election, quite a number of poultry farm-
ers have approached me and complained
that the price of poultry feed continues to
rise. As a matter of fact, some of these
men have gone out of business. In other
instances, the wives are going out to work
to help support the home. I remember
that the Premier, in accepting the evidence
of the Royal Commission, said it was
his intention to give full effect to the
recommendations. But, as was the case
with other Royal Commissions that were
appointed, nothing eventuated and today
the poultry industry is in great difficulties.

I think I have now touched on the most
Important matters affecting my electorate.
I hear quite a lot of members who, to
use a vulgar Phrase, are "barking" and
suffering from laryngitis. I have been in
that condition for the last week. With
a view to obtaining some relief, I tried
to purchase some penicillin chewing gum.
I went to my local chemist and he asked
me if I had aL doctor's prescription. He
said he could not help me unless I had
one. Coming to Perth I made an effort
to obtain some of this chewing gum at an-
other chemist's shop, but was again re-
fused.

Finally I got in touch with another
chemist I happened to know-not the
member for Victoria Park-and I told him
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of the refusals with which I had met.
I told him that my throat was pretty
bad and I wanted to do a bit of talking
but could not do so because of my con-
dition. I said I had heard that this new
chewing gum was very good for sore
throats and hoarseness. He said, "Mre you
putting it on me for some?" I told him
I had approached him in good faith to
get some, and he told me he would let
me have a packet at a cost of 3s. I bought
the packet and my throat has improved.
The Point I want to make is that he said,
"You fellows up there at Parliament
House Put this chewing gum on the pro-
hibited list under the Poisons Act and
that is why You have to pay 153. to a
doctor to get a medical certificate enabling
You to obtain a 3s. packet of chewing
gum." I have pleasure in supporting the
motion.

MRl. NALDER (Katannlng) [8.50]: This
debate has gone on for some time, and
it gives me much pleasure to offer my
congratulations to you. Mr. Speaker, and
to the Chairman of Committees, on being
appointed to the positions you both
occupy. Things seems to have altered quite
a bit since I was elected to this Chamber
a little over three years ago. I do not
experience the feeling of strangeness that
I did then. I feel also that there is a
more friendly spirit existing here than
there was at that time. I do not know
why that should be, but possibly the
strangeness I felt originally has worn off.

The Minister for Lands: There are other
reasons, too.

Mr. Marshall: You are of a retiring dis-
position.

Mr. NALDER: That may have some-
thing to do with it. Perhaps I have taken
a leaf out of the book of the member for
Murchison. One thing I would like to
mention for the consideration of the House
has to do with the opening of Parliament,
an important event which takes place
every three years.

Mr. Marshall: Each 12 months.
Mr. NALDER: I mean, the opening of

a new Parliament. I think some improve-
ment should be made in regard to visitors.
Invitations are issued, and people com-
mence to arrive here quite some time before
the actual opening, and we find them filing
into the galleries of both Houses. They
are denied the opportunity of witnessing
what takes place outside. I suggest that
an announcer from the A.B.C. be stationed
somewhere outside so that he could broad-
cast to those in the galleries what is tak-
ing place.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What about tele-
vision?

Mr. NALER: That would break the
monotony of looking at the empty Cham-
bers, and would give the people an inter-
est in what was taking place outside. On
the last occasion, It was something out of

the ordinary to see the procession of
bandismen and members of the Forces, but
the people who were seated inside could
not witness that spectacle. Another sug-
gestion-this would probably have to be
approved by the Standing Orders Com-
mittee-is that, after the Usher of the Black
Rod notifies members of the Legislative
Assembly that the Governor has met in
another Place to give his address, the
members of this House should remain here
instead of going to the other place. I
believe that would be a good thing, and
it was suggested to me by the Deputy Pre-
mier in a discussion we had some time
ago. Mr. Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees could go to the other place
to receive the Speech, and all other mem-
bers could remain here and listen to the
broadcast.

Mr. J. Hegney: A very good suggestion.
Mr. NALflER: I say that because I be-

lieve that most members who went to the
other place when Parliament was opened
last month did not hear what was said.
Also, if what I have put forward were
adopted, it would mean that more room
would be available for visitors in the other
Chamber.

Mr. Graham: We had a copy of the
Speech as soon as we returned here.

Mr. NALDER: Yes, but we could remain
in our seats and, by doing that, more
room would be made available for other
people in the President's gallery.

Mr. Needham: What about tradition?
Mr. NALDER: Tradition probably comes

Into it quite a bit, but we do not live on
tradition altogether. Times alter, and I
do not see why we should not adopt a
change if it were in the interests of all
concerned.

The Minister for Isndbs: The public
could then hear the Governor's Speech in
this Chamber, too.

Mr. NALER: Yes. I believe that it
would be more interesting for the people
in the gallery here to see members in
their places, rather than the empty seats.
I hope consideration will be given to the
suggestion.

I feel sure that all members are pleased
to hear that Their Majesties, the King and
Queen. have agreed to come to Australia
in 1952. We very much regretted the ill-
ness of His Majesty, King George, which
prevented him from paying us a visit some
time ago. I am certain, too, that their
forthcoming visit will be well remembered
by the citizens of this country, and that
a very warm welcome awaits Their Majes-
ties and the Princess. We trust that the
King will enjoy good health, and that his
visit will be memorable to the people of
this continent.

Some points have been brought before
this House by other members that I would
like to refer to. The member for Merre-
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din-Ylgarn last night referred to the
removal of the super. subsidy, and re-
marked that nothing was said about it.
Evidently he does not read the papers very
much, or listen to the radio, because some-
thing was said about it. I attended quite
a few meetings where strong opposition
was expressed to the action of the Com-
monwealth Government in removing the
subsidy. I wish to give reasons why I
believe the removal of that subsidy is not
in the best interests of Australia. First
of all, we are a primary producing country
and rely on exports from the land. We
must encourage primary production, and
one of the easiest ways of doing that is
to make superphosphate available in as
large quantities and at as small a cost as
possible.

We all know it is necessary to use super-
phosphate and that primary production is
practically impossible in this State with-
out it. If we give consideration to our
exports, and take last year as an example,
we find just how great is the value of
super. to this country. Last year the wool
we exported gave a return in the vicinity
of £285,000,000. Although I have not the
figures for export of commodities such as
meat, dairy produce, eggs, wheat, skins and
so on I believe that In the aggregate the
return would be in the vicinity-at a con-
servative estimate--cf at least £500,000 ,000.

Let us compare that figure with the
amount of about £4,000,000 paid by the
Commonwealth Government in subsidies
on superphosphate. The cost of the sub-
sidy was a very small fraction indeed of
the return for our export of primary pro-
ducts. In point of fact, the Commonwealth
is making no real saving at all by with-
drawing the subsidy and although it may
not be so immediately, I believe that in the
long run it will have a detrimental effect
on production, especially when the price
received for our exportable products de-
clines.

Mr. W. Hegney: Did the Country Party
members in the Federal Parliament agree
to the withdrawal of the subsidy?

Mr. NALDER: I do not know, but I do
know that in the country areas of this
State strong opposition was expressed to
the removal of the subsidy.

Mr. Graham: Will those people demon-
strate their sincerity when they have the
opportunity of doing so at the next elec-
tion?

Mr. NALDER: The committee that has
been appointed by the State Government
to investigate the manufacture and dis-
tribution of superphosphate has ageed to
a regulation under which road contractors
carting superphosphate shall be paid 2s.
per ton for unloading super. at the farms.
I hope that point will be cleared up before
the road carting of super. to the country
again commences. On some occasions
during last season contractors with tip
truoks, when they arrived at farms and
could not find the farmers, simply tipped

their trucks and dumped the super. on
the ground. That happened on a number
of occasions in certain districts, and I
hope it will not occur again.

It was the policy of the superphosphate
companies last year to send to a farmer,
when super. was to be delivered to him, a
telegram saying that the superphosphate
was leaving the works. The intention was
to give the fanner the opportunity of
being prepared for the arrival of the truck..
On a number of occasions when a farmer
received such a telegram on a Friday
morning he waited about all Friday after-
noon and Saturday and the truck did not
arrive with the super. until the Sunday
afternoon. It is hard to expect the farmer,
under those circumstances, to be ready at
a moment's notice to unload the super.
from a truck. In future when telegrams.
are sent to farmers for that purpose, I hope
they will be able to rely on the super.
arriving after reasonable time is allowed
for the truck to travel from the super-
phosphate works to the farm.

Many members have mentioned country
water supplies and I asked the Minister
for Water Supply some questions about the
construection of the pipeline fromn Welling-
ton Dam to Narrogin. The distance from
the dam to Narrogin is 81 miles and up
to date 13 miles of it have been constructed
in a period of approximately 12 months.
The Minister said he hoped the pipeline
would be completed in two years. If that
is to be done, there will have to be a sharp
increase in the rate of construction, It is
to be regretted that the supply from Japan
of materials for the manufacture of piping
has been cut off owing to the war in Korea,
and I hope the Minister will endeavour
to secure supplies elsewhere in order that
the construction of the pipeline may be
delayed no longer than is unavoidable.

The Chief Secretary: The scheduled rate
of construction is 10 miles the first year-
actually 134 miles have been constructed-
27 miles in the second year and 45 miles
in the third year. That is the usual ratio
in jobs of this kind.

Mr. NALDER: I hope that that schedule
will be adhered to, but I am drawing the
attention of members to the possibility of
delay occurring and am suggesting that
every effort be made to see that a supply
of material is available so that progress
may not be interrupted. In reply to a
question this afternoon with regard to the
cost of pumping water from Wellington
Dam to Narrogin and Katanning, the
Minister gave some interesting figures, but
his comment at the end of his reply does
not appear to me capable of standing up
to investigation. He 'was asked the cost of
pumping 1,000,000 gallons from Wellington
Dam to Narrogin, and replied that the
cost would be £20 or 54d. per 1.000 gallons,
and that the cost of pumping 11000,000
gallons to Katanning would be £301 or 8d.
per 1,000 gallons, compared with the cost
of approximately 3s. Id. per 1,000 gallons
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.for water from a bitumen-surfaced catch-
ment with a rainfall of itins. I do not
know where the Minister got those figures
and do not think they take into account
the cost of the pipes and the cost of lay-
ing them.

The Minister for Works: That was for
pumping only.

Mr. NALDER: With regard to the figure
eof 3s. id. per 1,000 gallons for water from
,a bitumen-surf aced catchment, I should
say that once the catchment was laid
down there would be no cost at all
;attached to running water into a dam.
Apparently the figures given take into
account the cost of constructing the bitu-
men-surfaced catchment, although rno
sffc area is given. I think those figures
Wire misleading and that they require in-
vestigation. I would like to discuss that
with the Minister later on so that the
position can be clarified.

The Minister for Works: You asked for
the cast of pumping. That is all.

Mr. NALDIER: Yes, but the Minister
gave figures regarding amounts of water
and the approximate cost of running 1,000
gallons of water off an unspecified area
in an 18-Inch rainfall. He gave the figure
as as. i. per 1,000 gallons. I believe that
the figures used must have been based on
the actual cost of putting down the bitu-
men, although the answer does not specify
any area.

Farmers everywhere are interested in
the postwar J.O. wool scheme and some
little opposition has been displayed in
various Parts of the State. I believe that
is mostly because of ignorance of what
the scheme is actually intended to do.
The J.O. scheme-joint Organisation
scheme-came into being during the war
for the purpose of purchasing all un-
saleable wool, not only in Australia but
also in South Africa, New Zealand and
the Old Country. The wool purchased was
unsaleable and a stockpile has been built
up. This stockpile has diminished until
this season all of the wool will be resold.

Over the years farmers have been press-
ing for a scheme whereby an equitable
price would be obtained for their wool. The
scheme suggested will be run by farmers
who will put a sum of money Into it and
the Commonwealth Government has
agreed that 71 per cent. is a reasonable
percentage. A number of farmers have
already expressed the wish that it Should
be even higher. However, the provision of
71 per cent. will build up a considerable
fund and when the wool returns-recede,
the price will be kept at a level which will
give farmers a reasonable amount for their
product. This is an opportunity that
farmers must not overlook and they have
a chance of orgaiilng and making their
presence felt. If they miss the opportunity
now, I believe one might not occur again.

mr. Marshall: Will they be liable for
taxation on the 71 per cent.?

Mr. NALDER: No. r understand that
the 71 per cent. deducted from the
farmers' wool clip will be taken by the
Commonwealth Government and placed in
a fund. If the scheme does not meet with
the approval of the woolgrowers of Aus-
tralia and no legislation is enacted, the
money will be returned in full to those
who contributed.

Mr. Needham: Will they be taxed on it
when it is returned?

Mr. NALDER: if it is returned it pro-
bably will be taxable, but if the money is
held in a fund and legislation is passed,
it will not be taxable.

Mr. Marshall: What do you think of
the Copland scheme which would bring in
a 33 1-3 per cent. reduction?

Mr. NALDER: That suggests another
aspect altogether which at this stage I
do not feel inclined to discuss, although it
has its merits. I believe there is quite a
lot of support for that scheme but farmers
in general throughout the country have
not had time to discuss it. That brings
me to the subject of meat supplies.

Members, for several weeks, have been
talking about the supply of meat and what
should be done about its control. Up to
date there has not been one practical sug-
gestion to overcome the shortage. I be-
lieve this is one matter that should exer-
else the mind of the Governiment. The
only way to improve the position, per-
haps not immediately but over a period
of Years. is to de-control meat. We have
had suggestions that the blackmarket can
be stamped out and we have heard mem-
bers say that the Minister for Prices
should take action to see that these black-
marketers are brought to boot. But, will
that improve the supply of meat to the
consuming public of Western Australia?
The member for Mt. Hawthorn has been
very interested in this matter, but I think
he has overlooked the point mentioned by
the member for Avon Valley this evening
that the consuming public is being fleeced
because people are paying for supplies
which they do not receive.

Mr. Needham: That is what the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn was emphasising.

Mr. NALDER: The consumer is not re-
ceiving that which he is entitled to
obtain because of the present controlled
price of meat.

The Attorney General: The price index
is not linked with pricefixing and has no
relation to it.

Mr. W. Hegney: Yes, It has.
The Attorney General: No, it has not.
Mr. NALDER: To my mind the best

way to overcome the problem and improve
the supply of meat is to de-control it. Be-
cause of the high price of wool at pre-
sent farmers are not worrying so much
about the breeding of fat lambs and the
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preparation of fat sheep for the market.
They can get their incomes by just keep-
ing their sheep and taking the wool from
their backs. During the shortage-the
period of the year when meat supplies be-
come scarce-farmers will not, under pre-
sent control, retain their stack until prices
rise. If prices were de-controlled more
people would be encouraged to keep
sheep for that period. It would auto-
matically increase production and keep
prices at a more stable level. Under
present conditions the consumer gets
no benefit from the fall in price dur-
ing this time of the year. When
shorn sheep come on to the market, there
is always a decline in price. Under con-
trol the consumer does not get any bene-
fit from this. He is paying the maximum
price all the year round. if meat were de-
controlled I believe everyone would bene-
fit-the consumer as well as the producer.

The members for Roe and Avon Valley
have suggested that the Government should
make provision for an ample supply of
frozen meat to become available next year.
There has been a shortage and it will
continue while price control remains. Un-
less the Government makes some pro-
vision to de-control, there will be chaos
next year. There are other matters to
which I could refer but I will leave them
to be raised later in the session. How-
ever, the liquor problem is of major im-
portance and I believe that every thinKing
citizen is alarmed about it. I therefor
take this opportunity of making some re-
marks on the question. The consumption
of liquor in this State has grown to alarm-
ing proportions.

Mr. Brady: Be careful, now.

Mr. NALIJER: I will be careful, but what
I say is true. It is the duty of every mem-
ber of this House and the Government's
to do something about this problem.

Mr. Manning: Hear, hear!
Mr. NALDER: The youth of our coun-

try must be considered. If we are to be
a strong nation then the comments made
by Dr. Hislop in another place a few weeks
ago are worthy of serious consideration.

' I sneak in this vein because quite a num-
ber of reports have been brought to my
notice. I mention the Youth of our nation
because only a few weeks ago a girl of
15 years of age was taken from the lounge
of one of our country hotels in an ex-
tremely drunken condition. If we allow
that sort of thing to continue in our
midst, the standards of our country, of
which we are proud, will deteriorate. The
Licensing Act as it Is today gives the CGoy-
enent power to see that these abuses
are not permitted.

Mr. Marshall: That is quite true.
Mr. NALDER: There should be an en-

forcement of the liquor law.
Mr. May:, You mean it needs policing,

Mr. NALDER: Yes, and enforcement. We
must agree there is room for improve-
ment and I consider that a committee
should be appointed consisting of members
from both sides of the House to go into
this question. We must view with alarm
the number of traffic accidents that are
occurring today. Every day in the Press re-
ports appear of people taken to the court
on charges of drunken driving.

Mr. J. Hegney: One has only to see the
number of cars outside the hotels.

Mr. NALDER: Are we to allow these
incidents to continue and increase in num-
ber or are -we to take steps to prevent
them? I am not suggesting that we
should have prohibition but we should
tackle this problem and endeavour to
minimise it. Unless we take some action.
then I believe that our pride of place in
the British-speaking countries of the world
will deteriorate to such a stage that we
will extremely regret it. I therefore hope
the Government will consider this sugges-
tion and ascertain whether some good may
not be achieved by the appointment of a
committee such as I have suggested, to
improve the position as it exists here to-
day. I have been told that in various
States of America legislation has been in-
troduced whereby a man convicted or'
drunken driving is faced with the fact that
for him there is no option but to be sent
to prison. If this will help take the
menace from our midst, then it is a sug-
gestion which could be well adopted in this
State.

The member for Avon Valley. I believe,
assumed a pessimistic attitude towards our
native population. We know that as human
beings they have descended to almost the
lowest rung of the ladder:. but are they to
blame? We must accept the responsibility
and try to improve the lot of these people.
No matter how low a person may have be-
come, I believe there is% something in the
human heart to be appealed to in order
that he may be lifted up, as has been
said by the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. IF. J. S. Wise: I did not say that.
Mr. NALDER: The problem is greater

in this State than elsewhere in the Com-
monwealth, and I consider it Is our re-
sponSihility to improve the lot of the
natives, If we educate these young people
and provide better conditions for them, I
am sure they will respond. It may take
some time, but why say they are a hope-
less lot and turn them out into the bush
and there let them remain? I therefore
hope that every effort will be made to
improve the Position of these unfortunate
coloured People in this State and other
parts of Australia.

One other Point I would like to mention
is the position of the less fortunate child-
ren in our midst, among whom I include
the Orphan children who are entering this
State from England. Today, church oN,
ganisatlons and the Government are do-
Ing much on their behalf. It Is the
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responsibility, and the obligation, of each
individual to assist in this problem. To-
day many people are receiving liberal in-
comes. Those in the farming communities,
and in the business world, could help
financially and also make goods available
to assist in the welfare of these unfortun-
ate children. They will be amongst the
men and women of tomorrow, and I believe
there are many people who could offer
much more assistance than they are giving
at present by helping organisations that
are doing much to improve the condition
of these children and fit them to take a
place in the society of our State.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) tD.31]:
Although you have been repeatedly con-
gratulated, Mr. Speaker, on your re-elec-
tion to the Chair, I desire to add my good
'wishes. A feature of a number of the
:speeches made during this debate has been
the pertinent references to the inter-
national situation. When one realises that
those parts of the world that are in
turmoil for the moment are within a few
days' journey of our shores, it is only
right that we should give some attention
to what is happening both inside and out-
side of Australia.

The manifest complexities of inter-
national affairs are fraught with almost
terrifying possibilities. The Korean situa-
tion is only a part, indeed a small part,
of the pressure under which civilisation
as we regard It lies, and which we must
face If our western civilisation is to en-
dure. It would be a fatal delusion to be-
lieve that it is not our concern at this
distance or that we can play our part
against the forces opposing us and continue
to indulge in political party quarrels or
close our eyes to the stark facts of the
situation in the hope that solution of our
great and urgent problems will automatic-
ally arise. All thinking people realise that
ultimate decision and action in de-
mocracies reside in the hands of those
few comprising His Majesty's Glovernment,
and their task and responsibilities call
for the exercise of courage, initiative and
co-operation and a full regard for what
Is today a trust of tremendous importance.

When the Prime Minister of Australia
addressed the nation a week or so ago ,he drew for us a picture of the responsi-
bilities that rest on this part of the Em-
pire in order that we may make the con-
tribution that will be required of us should
the position deteriorate to the stage that
some well-informed people seem to think
it will. The point I wish to make is that
while we may have our sharp political
differences, and while we are all entitled
to express our viewpoints, there must be
,an over-riding consideration of our re-
sponsibilities. If we are to be an effective
force and if we are to be in a position to
exercise influence on the younger people
-of Australia, and prevent the tendency to
propagate alien ideas, we must accept our

individual responsibilities and face up to
actual realities in the political arena as
well as other aspects of our lives.

I find it somewhat difficult precisely to
reconcile the attitude of the Prime Minister
in. his recent speech when I read the rea-
actions of the Premiers meeting in conf er-
ence at Canberra yesterday. Mr. Menzies, in
his speech, laid great emphasis, not only
upon our duties as individuals, but also upon
the responsibilities of the various States to
co-operate and build up development and
general production. The States, however,
cannot achieve this if the Federal Trlea-
surer for the time being does not show
an equal amount of realism in relation to
the money to be made available from the
Federal Treasury to the States. The Com-
monwealth should give full consideration
to the plight in which the various State
Governments find themselves as a result
of the inflationary spiral which, though
beyond the control of State Governments,
has added to their difficulties and con-
fronted them with increasing costs, all
of which have a serious effect upon the
stability of the State Treasuries.

So the cold fact is that unless the. Com-
monwealth approaches the financial situa-
tion in a spirit of realism, it is almost
impossible for State Governments to play
their part and to be able to undertake
those works which are so necessary. Surely
in such circumstances the Commonwealth
has an obligation to provide additional re-
imbursement from taxation to meet the
essential requirements of the States!
There are quite a number of important
works that one could link up with the
future development of the country. For
example. I might mention the standardisa-
tion or rehabilitation of the main railway
lines in this State as something which
Governments have vacillated over for a
dozen years and I do not suppose there is
any wore important project from a
national point of view that ought to re-
ceive earlier attention.

The other evening the Leader of the
opposition spent considerable time in dis-
cussing the situation in the north-western
portion of the State. It has not been
my privilege to travel through the North,
but I know sufficient of it to realise that,
apart from its tremendous potentially
wealthy areas, it presents a most potent
danger from the defence point of view:
and if the Commonwealth Government is
to do its duty by this State, and if it is
to discourage possible enemies from tak-
ing advantage of the vulnerable position of
the North-West, there is need for it to
make an early review of the situation
affecting the North and North-West. I
observe that on the Notice Paper there is
some reference to the appointment of
additional Ministers; and I shall be inter-
ested to know whether the Government
proposes, amongst other things, to make
available a Minister to attend to the
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'North-West. In view of the importance
of the problem, I should imagine that such
a portfolio should be allocated. I hope
the Government will pay some attention
to that, in view of its national import-
ance.

Hon. P. J. S. Wise drew attention to
the state of the House.

Bells rung.
Mr. Marshall: it is disgraceful! When

members opposite want the support of the
Independents they are all present, but
when one of the Independents is making
a reasonable speech, none of them is here.
And they talk about democracy!

Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the
House, and there is a. quorum present.
The hon. member may proceed.

Mr. Marshall: A bare one!
Mr. SHEARN: There is a definite and

serious obligation on the Commonwealth
Government to see that sufficient funds
are made available when a plan has been
prepared by the State Government for
the proper, adequate and essential de-
velopment of the northern portion of
the State. There is an obligation upon
the Commonwealth Government to pro-
vide money for the purpose. Referring
to the attitude of the Prime Minister
at the Premiers' Conference, it will be
recalled that when the present Gov-
ernment was in Opposition in the Com-
monwealth Parliament, its members did,* on
a number of occasions, express themselves
as being much more solicitous for the needs
of the various States than was the Chifley
Government. Though I have no intention
of wearying the House with a number of
quotations, I think it might be pertinent
to quote one short reference made on the
11th November by the Rt. Hon. R. G.
Menzies in relation to this aspect. Speak-
ing of the party he represents, he said-

We continue to stand for the Fed-
eral principle; that is, for a division
of powers between Commonwealth and
States, as distinct from complete cen-
tralisation of power at Canberra...
As we believe in the division of power.
so we believe that the States must be
preserved as real governing bodies
and not as the mere dependants of
the Commonwealth. We shall there-
fore take an early opportunity of con-
vening a special conference with the
State Premiers to reconsider the
problem of the financial relations be-
tween the Commonwealth and the
States.

In view of that statement, it is interest-
ing to read this morning's paper and note
the efforts made by the respective Pro-
miers-and particularly our own Premier
-along those lines. Surely no-one knows
more than the Prime Minister about the
strategic importance of Western Austra-
lia, which is essentially a Federal re-

sponsibility. no-one knows more of the
need to deal with the undeveloped por-
tions of this State, as against other States.
He would know that in connection with
the expanding migration policy, if there
is any State capable of absorbing the
types who are coming here it is Western
Australia, which provides the most fertile
ground. It is difficult to reconcile the at-
titude of the Prime Minister in Novem-
ber with his attitude yesterday.

I hope that our Premier, who appears to
have had the assistance of the other Pre-
miers,' will not let the Commonwealth get
away with this attitude. The indications
are that, despite what the Prime Minis-
ter had to say formerly, there is an anti-
State feeling, either in his own mind or
in his Cabinet; and this is a very subtle
means by which we will gradually, find
the States, as another member has said,
being squeezed out. It might be oppor-
tune if I were to remind members that
this matter was dealt with in this House
by the Leader of the Opposition in a
speech he made on the Supply Bill in
1947. I do not propose to quote more than
a paragraph or so of that speech, but what
I shall quote will show clearly what was
prophesied at that time and what now ap-
pears to be in process of becoming a
reality. Referring to the present Premier,
the Leader of the Opposition said-

The Premier, in his policy speech,
promised to have the State resume
control of Its own finance and to ar-
range for taxation reductions on a
substantial scale. His comments on
Governments being puppets of the
Commonwealth I will pass over, gen-
erously, as one of his election-time in-
discretions, until we see results later.

At a later stage in his speech, the Leader
of the Opposition said-

Following the statement of the case
by the Premiers at the Premiers' Con-
ference, the Prime Minister became
very angry. I will quote from "The
West Australian" of the 23rd Janu-
ary, 17946, This is f rom the report
sent to Western Australia through
"The Herald" news service, not con-
tributed to by anyone but a reporter
in the Eastern States. The report
says--

The six State Premiers, one by
one, attacked uniform taxation,
each explaining the difficulties of
his particular State. The Queens-
land Premier (Mr. Cooper) was
particularly outispoken, as was Mr.
Wise (W.A.), who said that West-
ern Australia's difficulties were
such that the State could not be
developed properly unless it had
control of its own finance. The
other Premiers differed only in de-
tail.
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Further down it continues-
Even Mr. Chifley's accustomed

grin was gone by the time the Pre-
miers had finished their attack, and
be got grimmer and grimmer as he
replied.

Unless the Premiers of Australia stand
up to their responsibilities in respect of
the relationship between the States and
the Commonwealth, it looks as if we are
to be confronted with a very dire state
of affairs, and in no State mare so than
in Western Australia. The responsibility
of present-day conditions rests with the
Government because of the vast amount
of rehabilitation and developmental work
ahead of it, and unless the Commonwealth
Government gives the requisite assistance
then we, as a State Parliament, might just
as well go out of business, because no con-
cern could carry on under the conditions
imposed by the Prime Minister. I am as
sensible, as other members, of the over-
riding importance, financially, of prepar-
ing for the emergencies of war should they
arise. The proposals for the development
of the State, the need for immigration and
the carrying on of the business of the
country, also form an integral part of our
very existence. So I hope that good coun-
sel will prevail and that the Prime Minister
will redeem his promises and adhere to
the statements he made in November last
when he was Leader of the Opposition in
the Federal House.

Passing from that subject I desire to re-
fer to various boards that operate in West-
ern Australia. This matter was mentioned
earlier in the debate. Personally I have
never been very enamnoured of any of these
boards. I believe that because of the exist-
ing conditions when they were established
there may have been some justification for
them, but because of the present chaotic
conditions of many industries, which are
not only influenced, but practically entirely
controlled by boards, I do wonder, as do
other members, whether they are serving
a useful purpose, and whether they are
justified. So I think a duty rests on this
Government to investigate their activities
and to ascertain to what degree they con-
tribute usefully to industry, tb the pro-
ducer and to the consumer, and whether,
in the final analysis, their continuance is
necessary.

Without being able, at this stage, to ex-
press a definite opinion with respect to
any or all of them, I do think there are one
or two boards that have outlived their use-
fulness. As they are a cost to the State.
and as I believe they hamper, to some
extent, the activities of industry, some-
thing should be done about them. I sug-
gest this is a matter of some urgency to
the Government, and I hope it will re-
ceive attention in the not too distant
future.

A great deal has been said about soldier
settlement, and whilst I do not desire to
enter into a discussion on the lines pursued

by the member for Avon Valley, I could
not help thinking, whilst be was speak-
ing, that as one travels through the coun-
try one cannot help being struck by the
vast areas of first-class land which are
close to alU facilities, including ports, and
which appear to be merely used for the
pasturing of a few head of cattle. When
we know, as has been pointed out so often,
the difficulty the Government experiences
in obtaining suitable virgin land, the prac-
ticability of either enforcing the use of
these lands to their full productivity by
the present owners, or the purchasing of
them for soldier settlement farms, might
well be investigated.

Some emphasis has, I know, been laid
on the fact that the Government has been
purchasing farms and, to a degree, ousting
those who are accustomed to farming by
putting on soldiers with little or no ex-
perience. I cannot say whether that Is
true, but it is quite evident that the Gov-
ernment is responsible to see that lands
in the areas that I have referred to are,
in the interests of the community in
general, put to much better use than they
are, apparently, at present.

I had intended to say something about
the Fremantle harbour extension pro-
posals, but in view of the fact that the
Minister has been good enough to assure
me, representing a large body of people
who are vitally concerned in the matter
as it affects the river, that their interests
will receive consideration by being in-
cluded in the terms of reference of the in-
quiry to be held by the Chief Engineer of
the Harbours and Rivers Department of
South Australia, I do not propose to pur-
sue the subject in a general way.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do you know what
the terms of reference will be?

Mr. SHEARN: Like other members who
have addressed themselves much more
fully to this subject, I want it to be
clearly understood that I am not in a
position to challenge the qualifications or
integrity of Col. Tydeman, nor do I1 for
a moment wish to do so. Whilst I say
that, I am not, however, unmindful of the
fact that it is history now that other
equally competent engineers were just as
confident of the situation and sure of their
plans, and those plans did not turn out
as they were represented.

This is a matter in respect of which we
have a responsibility not only to the pre-
sent generation but to posterity: and I am
not overlooking, the tremendous financial
responsibility Involved. I give to the Min-
ister the assurance that the public is
looking to him to see that this inquiry will
not be, as was represented in the paper,
merely a chat between Col. Tydeman and
his officers, and the engineer who is com-
ing to Western Australia. I make It quite
clear that the people of the ntbtropolitan
area will, through their members, watch
for the terms of reference with the keenest
possible Interest. They are determined
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that the investigation shall be thorough
in every way and that there shall be a
clear and precise statement in relation to
these matters about which such a great
deal of conflicting opinion has been ex-
pressed.

I believe the Minister is sincere in this
matter but we all know how such investi-
gations fall, at times, short of require-
ments. The nature and the terms of this
report are awaited with great interest, as
will be also the ultimate report by Mr.
Meyer. Whether that report, when sub-
mitted, differs in any respect from the
recommendations of Col. Tydeman, or not,
so long as we are satisfied that the in-
quiries have been conducted with thor-
oughness and impartiality, the people
whom I represent will be willing to abide
by the result.

As I mentioned a few sessions ago, and as
figures Published some weeks ago reveal, the
Titles Office is fast reaching the point where
it will be physically impossible for it to
house the most valuable documents in the
possession of the State in the accommoda-
tion at present provided. I am well aware
of the difficulty faced by the Government
in finding extra accommodation but I sug-
gest that the Minister should take the
earliest opportunity of discussing with his
officers how some provision can be made
in this direction. It is imperative that
accommodation be provided to cope with
the tremendous increase in the business of
the Titles Office and to ensure the preser-
vation of the titles belonging to the people
of the State, now in the custody of that
department.

The member for West Perth dealt thor-
oughly with our metropolitan traffic Prob-
lems. I do not wish to reiterate what he
said but to register my protest, on behalf
of the people of our northern suburbs, at
the fact that, while commendable effort
is being made to relieve the congestion
caused by the inadequacy of the present
Causeway, nothing has been done towards
solving the equally urgent problem of traf-
fic to the northern part of the metropoli-
tan area. Any member with knowledge of
Beaufort-street and the adjacent crossings
must know that the ever-increasing traffic
is becoming not only a menace to pedes-
trians but also a cause of economic loss
to those concerned in the use of that
thoroughfare. I hope that the Minister
for Transport, in conjunction with the
Minister for Police, will give early atten-
tion to this matter.

It is impossible entirely to relieve the
situation overnight, but certain suggestions
which might tend to alleviate the position
have been put forward. It has been sug-
gested, for instance, that the buses cater-
ing for the traffic to the northern part
of the metropolitan area should have their
terminals on the other side of the railway
,line, as do the Bassendean and Inglewood
buses. Lacking any intimate knowledge

of the technical details of the problem. I
will not express an opinion about it, but I
have been informed that that aspect
should be investigated. I am concerned
at the gross unfairness, to the people of
the northern districts, of allowing the pre-
sent state of affairs to exist. Something
must be done to ease the bottleneck
occasioned in this area. Some time ago
the Government indicated that it was con-
sidering setting up a metropolitan traffic
authority. I think all members will be
interested, when the Acting Premier re-
pies to the debate, to learn whether any
progress has been made towards that end.
It is obvious that there can be no co-ord-
inated approach to our traffic problems
generally under the present disintegrated
system of traffic control.

The member for Melville. during his
speech, paid considerable attention to the
necessity of overhauling the educational
system of this State. He is able, from his
background of experience, competently to
discuss this matter, and I voice my ap-
proval of a number of the conclusions at
which he arrived. I am greatly concerned
that this State is not securing the intake
of teachers that is essential if the school-
leaving age is to be raised, or even if we
are to cater adequately for the children
at present in our schools. In this regard
I feel that the Government would have a
sound case to put before the Grants Com-
mission. It is high time the salaries of
our teachers were reviewed in the interests
of the children of the community. Unless
such a review is made there will be no
improvement of the position, as people
will not enter the teaching profession when
far greater inducements are to be found
In other occupations.

It is as well to note what is happening
in other Government departments. I per-
sonally know of two officers who left an
important department in this State solely
because the remuneration paid to them
was so poor in comparison with that
offered by Private enterprise or the Com-
monwealth service. I think, in that Con-
nection, it is about time that the Premier
took this point up with the Commonwealth
Government. Of course, that will not allow
the Government to escape its responsibili-
ties to these important departments. I
refer, for instance, to the Geological
Department and the Agricultural Depart-
ment. They are two that come to my
mind. Suitable officers are difficult enough
to get and when they have been in the
service for some time, have become accus-
tomed to local conditions and are thus in
a position to advise the Government on
important matters as a result of their ex-
perience and knowledge, it is pitiable if
we are going to lose them because we fail
to recognise the fact that they are being
underpaid. Therefore, I hope that the
Government will give some early considera-
tion to this situation because unless and
until it does, not only will it take the risk
of losing further valuable Personnel but
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it will also have little opportunity of at-
tracting others into the various services
of this State.

Recently, road boards in the metropoli-
tan area met in conference with the Min-
ister for Works to discuss the provision of
more funds from the Federal Aid Roads
Agreement. The Minister told us that he
was sympathetic towards the situation and
that the matter would be represented when
the Premier went to the Premiers' Confer-
ence. Unless something is done in this
connection I1 warn the Government that
quite a number of important roads-roads
important not only to the districts they
traverse but also to the whole State-willi
be seriously damaged and the Government
will find itself in a difficult position.

The expansion that is taking place
in some districts, and the State Housing
Commission bringing in its train the neces-
sity for new roads, footpaths, kerbs. drain-
age provision, fire hydrants and electric
light, will greatly add to the burden of
local authorities. With the increasingly
added cost of road construction it will be
physically impossible, on the restricted
revenue and borrowing powers of local
authorities, to contemplate the construc-
tion or reconstruction of these roads. Many
of them are used by wheat trucks, super-
phosphate carters and others in order to
service the outlying portions of the State.
Therefore, the time has arrived when these
matters must be treated on a State basis.

I know that the Act provides that these
roads shall not come within the category
of main roads but to my m~nd the time
has arrived when they could very aptly
be claimed to be subsidiary main roads or
metropolitan developmental roads. I
think the member for Mt. Hawthorn had
something to say about the subject the
other evening. AS these roads are fast
deteriorating, I hope some early decision
will be made so that local authorities may
be able to plan their labour and materials
and undertake, at the earliest possible
moment, the total reconstruction, on a
proper basis, of the roads to which I have
referred.

Referring again to transport. I know
that the member for Murchison will not
agree with my proposition, but, as the
Government has indicated, early next year
-although Victoria Park has been on the
list for some time-it proposes to substi-
tute buses, on the No. 34 or Perth-May-
lands route, for the single-track tram ser-
vice. I believe that the time has arrived
when some serious consideration should
be given to this aspect of the No. 18 or
Beaufort-street-Inglewood service. As a
result of the efforts of the member for
Middle Swan, some years ago, the No. 18
tram service was extended. At that time
the extension proved to be somewhat diffi-
cult because of the great length.

Today the situation is being tremen-
dously aggravated because in that area-
in Bedford Park, as It Is termed-there is an

increasing amount of State Housing Com-
mission activity. Because of the slowness
of the trains, quite apart from the nause-
ating noise and nuisance to the commun-
ity generally, they are unable to cope ade-
quately with the traffic that is offering.
So, I hope the Government will give some
consideration to this Proposal in the inter-
ests of those people who the Government
itself, by its State Housing rental proposi-
tion. has placed on the extreme end of
this particular service.

There are a number of other matters
to which I would like to make some refer-
ence but as they can perhaps be more
properly dealt with on the Estimates I
want to conclude by saying I have tried
to indicate, as shortly as possible, that
there are a considerable number of prob-
lems over which, despite criticism to the
contrary, this or any other State Govern-
ment has no control. However, that does
not mean that the Government has no re-
sponsibilities. There are many matters
the lie entirely within the Province
of this Government. Just to name one
or two there is the necessity for the Gov-
ernment to face up to Its responsibility in
relation to the north-west portion of the
State; there is an equal responsibility to
investigate the practicability of the better
use of good lands adjacent to main lines.
The Government also has a responsibility
to implement a more completely satisfac-
tory state of affairs at the Claremont Hos-
pital for the Insane, and there is a neces-
sity resting upon the Government to take
early action, with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, to do what is practicable and pos-
sible to rectify the deplorable meat posi-
tion. It is a problem which I have been
told is likely to be with us for quite a
considerable time unless something Is
done. Only by concerted action can we
look for any alleviation in that respect.

SO I say finally that so far as the Gov-
ernment is concerned, elected as it was
to carry Out its Policy, I am sure the
Opposition recognises, with me. that that
opportunity should, and shall, be given to
it. At the same time it does not mean
that the Government can overlook its
definite responsibility to the people in rela-
tion to the matters over which it has
appropriate and complete control.

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) [10.1]:
Earlier in the evening I did have ideas
of moving the adjournment of the debate
but my ideas have been changed for me.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Have the whips been
cracking?

Mr. CORNELL: This is a case of the
Assistant Whip being whipped by the Whip.
I seem to have reached the stage, like my
friends in the Liberal Party, where they
have organisers to organise the organisers.
I did not want to speak this evening but,
as that necessity has been forced upon me,
I shall endeavour to be as brief as Possible.
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I feel somewhat like the old Scotsman
who, summoned to the deathbed of his
wife, said, "Is there anything I can do for
You, MY dear, before you pass over the
great divide?" She said, "Aye, Sandy, you
can do me one favour." He said, "What is
that?" and the wife replied, "At my funeral
let mother"-that was the Scotsman's
mnother-in-law-"ride in the front coach
with you." The Scotsman jibbed a bit
about this because, like many of us, he had
"had" his mother-in-law, but after some
deliberation he said, "Well, lassie, I will
do it, but it will spoil the day for me."
Similarly, my having to speak tonight has
spoilt the day for me.

Nevertheless, may I join with previous
speakers in congratulating you, Sir, upon
being re-appointed to the position which
you hold. As you have said, the honour
is never quite so pleasing as members seem
to think. However, I am quite sure you
are happy to sit there and listen to us
obscure back-benchers for another three
years. After that time I hope you will
again be an entrant for the Speakership
stakes should occasion arise. I also wish
to congratulate the new members on their
maiden efforts because it took my mind
back three years when I went through the
same nerve-racking experience.

I was rather interested in what the
member for West Perth had to say. I felt
sure he would be astride his hobby-horse
and mention his celebrated coat, but
perhaps, like another Joseph in history,
who had a distinctive coat, he thought
it better to remain silent for the time
being. I would like to pay -a tribute
to the member for Murchison who, as
we all know, is the father of the House.
May I say in passing that he is the best
sitter in the House and he outslts the
old fellow "Sitting-Bull."

The member for Moore expressed his
disappointment regarding the ineptitude of
the Government in not doing more for the
areas he represents. I have looked up his
remarks, audited them, and found them
correct. Had he been opposed at the elec-
tion I daresay the slogan would have been
"Ackland for Moore," but now it is a case
of "No wore for Ackland." I heartily sup-
port what he has said, particularly with
regard to hospitals in his area and also
those in mine. They are in a deplorable
state. The Medical Department is in-
clined to ride to death the shortage of
materials and labour excuse which it
generally produces as a reason for not
doing same of - he much-needed work
on the various hospitals. Recently I
had occasion to approach the Minister
in connection with what I thought was
very desirable work at the Kellerberrin
hospital. The reply followed the same pat-
tern as it usually does. She said:-

It is recognised in the department
that certain features at Kellerberrin
hospital are unsatisfactory and that

-improvements should be made.

There is, however, a tremendous
volume of work for various hospitals
now in hand or projected, all of which
Is of an urgent nature.

It is felt that it wrnl be some time
before it will be possible to undertake
work at Kellerberrin hospital beyond
that for which tenders have already
been let.

The point I wish to make is that of the
poor excuse often advanced by the Medical
Department of not being able to procure
contractors even to tender for new jobs.
In the case of the Kellerberrin hospital
and that of the institution at Wyal-
katchem, I represented to the Medical
Department that if It would only agree to,
do some work there, there were tenderers
able and willing to do the work. That met
with little avail. I think tenders were
called eight times for the work on the
Bruce Rock hospital before one was forth-
coming. My point is that It is better to
do jobs at places where there is a reason-
able expectation of tenders being sub-
mitted than to call them in the forlorn
hope that something may turn up.

The comprehensive water scheme was
also mentioned by the member for Moore
and he made reference to the fact that
in his opinion the scheme would ultimately
be taken to Mt. Barker which, as we know,
is outside the limits of that scheme. He
also quoted the comparative rainfalls be-
tween Mt. Barker and Dalwaliinu, because
he is interested in the latter. With the
tolerance that is characteristic of you, Sir,
may I be permitted to read some extracts
from a letter to the Minister for Works
dealing with the self-same subject? I made
representations along these lines pointing
out that certain extensions provided for
in the comprehensive scheme in the direc-
tion of Minnivale and on to Wyalkatchem
and thence -to Koorda seemed to be in an
extremely Immature state and, in fact,
they had not even been conceived.

I got a. rather startling reply. I do not
think the Minister compiled the letter but
his signature appeared at the bottom and
therefore he must take the responsibility.
The startling assertion was that areas I
represented had an advantage over the
Great Southern areas because the Grold-
fields conduit passed through the area
about which I made representations. That
was damn Poor consolation because the
pipeline had to go somewhere, and seeing
that was its direct route, it was the obvious
place in which it should be. In my letter
to the Minister I said, inter alia,

I acknowledge your letter of the
12th instant.

In a Press statement made by you re-
cently, reference was made to the con-
tinuation of the pipeline to Mt. Barker
but no mention was made of the ex-
tension of the service to Minnivale,
Wyalkatchem, Koorda and surround-
ing country. The mt. Barker area is
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not covered by the modified compre-
hensive scheme; the other districts
(also north Kellerberrin and York-
rakine) are.

I would appreciate further advice
regarding the construction of the pipe-
line from Cunderdin to Minaivale,
such as a reasonably accurate date on
which this particular extension is ex-
pected to begin. Until now, a "Dean
Maitland-like" silence has obtained in
respect of this main. I note from
your letter that tenders have also
been called for steel plate to enable a
commencement to be made with the
construction of the main from Can-
derdin to Minnivale. Until this is
completed, the Wyalkatchem and
Koorda districts cannot be serviced,
and these and other areas are justi-
fiably entitled to consideration far
ahead of Mt. Barker-which extension
seems to be receiving quite a bit of
publicity and constrains me to the
belief that the work has been actually
agreed upon, notwithstanding, as I
have already mentioned, that it was
not contemplated in the modified
comprehensive scheme.

The point you make in the third
paragraph of your letter, namely, that
the northern and north-eastern areas
have started with an advantage
over the Great Southern districts in
that the Goldfields Water Supply main
conduit running through the centre
of their section is already in exist-
ence whereas the conduit from Wel-
lington Dam to Narrogin-and no
doubt later to Mount Barker-has to
be constructed before any commence-
ment can be made in distributing
water in the Great Southern area, is
noted-not, however, with a great deal
of enthusiasm. Firstly, because the
CGoldfields main had to be where it is
and, secondly, because before much
additional country can be watered
from this pipeline, a considerable dis-
tance-tn the aggregate further than
from Wellington Dam to Narrogin-
of the existing main has to be either
replaced with larger conduit or addi-
tional piping laid in parallel. Again,
the increase in the capacity of Mun-
daring Weir is a condition precedent
to the provision and distribution of
water to the north-eastern areas.

I accept your assurance that there
is no desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment to give undue precedence to
any particular area in the carrying
out of its policy of providing a distri-
bution of water to rural areas. Per-
haps instead undue publicity has been
given to the work done and to be done
in the matter of a water service in the
Great Southern portion of the State.

One thing is crystal clear, however.
and that is that a similar display Of
enthusiasm has not been in evidence

so far as the water problems in the
north-eastern wheatbelt are con-
cerned. The positive steps taken in
respect of this area have been very
short ones, but in respect of the Great
-Southern seven-league boots are be-
ing worn.

It is reliably estimated that water
from Welling-ton Dam will reach Nar-
rogin in mid 1952 and appropriate.
ceremonial will thereupon be duly
staged. In Kondinin, about the same
time, a tap will be turned on to deliver
similar substance, this time from
Mundaring. Can you inform me
when Wyalkatchern may celebrate a
"benediction of the waters"?

The reply was that tenders had been
called and that Wyalkatchem in due course
would celebrate its benediction of the
waters. I hope that happens within a
reasonable period, but if the pipeline to
Mt. Barker is commenced and given pre-
ference, I must consider my position in re-
lation to the Government because it
would be grossly unfair to continue the
pipeline in that direction and leave the
north-eastern areas neglected.

It is not often that I lock horns with the
member for Melville, but I wish to refer
briefly to a point he raised on the Supply
Bill that vacancies should have been filled
at by-elections. The hon. member dis-
puted the opinion given by the Solici-
tor General on the question whether, in
the case of the resignation of a member,
the Speaker had discretionary power to
withhold his warrant for the issue of the
writ. As a semi-interested party, I also
secured a legal opinion and I should like
to read it for the edification of members,
or otherwise.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: By a bush lawyer?
Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Or was he a

tame one?
Mr. CORNELL: Well, he charged me

city fees. The opinion of my solici-
tors was sought on the following
matters:-

(1) When a. vacancy occurs in the
Legilative Assembly through the re-
signation of one of its members and
Parliament is not in session, what is
the maximum period that may elapse
before the issue of the writ for the
filling of such vacancy?

(2) If. on the occurrence of a va-
cancy in the Legislative Assembly
caused by resignation of one of its
members, Parliament is not in ses-
sion and a general election will ensue
before it meets again, could the elec-
tion for the filling of the vacancy be
held over until the general election?

The reply to these questions was as
follows:-

The issue of a writ in the case of
a vacancy In the Legislative Assembly
is governed by Section 67 of the flee-
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toral Act. There is an unfortun-
ate ambiguity in this section. Under
the provisions of Section 67 (1)
when a vacancy occurs in the As-
sembly, it is mandatory upon the
Speaker on a resolution by the House
declaring the vacancy to direct the
Issue of a writ.

Under Section 67 (4) if a vacancy
through death or acceptance of an
office of profit occurs while the House
Is not sitting, it is mandatory on the
Speaker or Governor to direct the is-
sue of the writ forthwith on a certi-
ficate being given in the case of death
by two members of the H-ouse or when
the appointment of the member to
an office of profit has been advertised
in the "Government Gazette".

Under Section 67 (5), where a va-
cancy occurs through the bankruptcy
of a member it is again mandatory
for the Speaker or Governor to direct
the issue of the writ on being given
notice of the circumstances by the
Registrar in Bankruptcy. In each of
these subsections, the language of the
Legislature is that the prescribed of-
ficer "shall by warrant under his hand
direct the Clerk to issue a writ."

Where, however, the vacancy oc-
curs out of session through any other
cause including resignation, the
language is different and provides that
the Speaker may without any resolu-
tion direct the Clerk to issue the writ.
There is no provision in the section
giving any specific time for the ap-
propriate officer to take the necessary
action for the writ to be issued. Where
the Legislature uses the word "may"
with reference to an act to be per-
formed by an individual, the normal
rule of statutory construction is that
the power Is a permissive one only
which the officer concerned cannot be
compelled to exercise. Where "shall"
is used, on the contrary, the power is
normally regarded as mandatory and
if the officer declines to exercise the
power when the necessary circum-
stances arise, then he can be com-
pelled to do so by a mandamus.

Under some circumstances, even
though the word "may" is used, the
power has been judicially interpreted
as mandatory, but we know of no case
where the word has been so inter-
preted if the word "shall" is used in
respect to similar powers in the same
section.

We consider, therefore, that under
the circuimstances you outline, there
is nothing to compel the Speaker to
direct the issue of a writ to fill the
vacancy until the House is met and
the necessary resolution declaring the
vacancy has been passed In accord-
ance with Section '19 (1) of the Act.

We would, therefore, answer your
questions as follows:-

(1) The issue of the writ to fill the
vacancy is at the discretion of the
Speaker whose duty it is to direct the
issue of the writ. The Speaker may
postpone the issue of the writ until
Parliament has resumed and the As-
sembly has passed a resolution de-
claring the vacancy.

(2) Yes.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin. I do not think mnuch

of the opinion.
Mr. CORNELL: The member for Mel-

ville also made reference to the bulk bins
along the Yarramony-Eastward railway
survey, and I feel bound to reply to his
observations. I do not propose to trace
the history of that railway proposal; older
members probably know it by heart, but
the fact remains that since 1923, the Act
authorising the construction of that line
has been on the statute-book. When the
Bill to authorise the construction of
the line was before the House, all the
speakers supported the measure, and the
Minister for Works at the time, Mr. W.
j. George, stated that the settlers in the
area had suffered great disability during
the period they had been on the land under
a promise that a railway would be con-
structed, and that the authorising of the
line would honour the promise given to
those men when they selected their land
same 15 or 20 years previously.

Following this, an amount of £30,000
was placed on the Estimates f or the con-
struction of the necessary earthworks; but
although an actual survey was made, no
work was done and there is little chance
of its ever eventuating, though some of the
settlers maintain it is the logical route for
the broad gauge railway if it ever comes
into being. Had this railway been con-
structed, Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.
would have been obliged to provide the
necessary bins along the route, and it is
reasonable to say that considerably more
than seven would have been required.

In criticising the carriage of wheat from
those bins to the railway the hon. member
did overlook the relative positions of the
two flour mills, one at Kellerberrin and
one at Northami; and when the time ar-
rives-and I might mention that the mem-
ber for Melville said in his speech, "if it
ever does"--for the carriage of wheat to
be done by the railways, it would be
logical for that wheat to be transported
to either of those two mills and processed
there; and the flour Would obviously be
hauled to the port by the railways. Thus
the extra handling which the hon. mem-
ber referred to would be eliminated.

Prior to the erection of these bins, most
of the settlers in that area delivered their
wheat to sidings on the Dowerin-Merredin
loop line and from there it has been, over
the past six years, while road transport has
been in operation, transported back along
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the roads over which it had just been carted,
past the farms on which it was grown,
to the main bitumen road and thence to
Premantle. Those farmers thus had the
mortification of seeing the wheat they bad
delivered to the siding a few weeks pre-
viously going past their farms en route
to Fremantle. Although the Railway De-
partment displays a great optimism re-
garding its capability of handling harvests
in the future, in my humble view we can
look forward to road haulage for some time
to come.

A considerable proportion of the wheat
produced in Australia is sold on the home
market at a discount of approximately 7s.
per bushel. This means that the Yorkra-
kine farmers have contributed £33,000 to-
wards the internal economy of this coun-
try, from one harvest alone. I think, there-
fore, that the action of the Government
In providing them with the necessary bulk
facilities was small recompense for their
contribution from the last harvest and
many harvests yet to come. The member
for Melville, though he may not have in-
tended to do so, led the House to believe
that all these bins were in the Mt. Mar-
shall electorate, and that the representa -
lions I made to the Goverrnent and the
action of the Government in acquiescing
in the construction of the bulk facilities
after the proposal had been previously
turned down, may have been designed to
give me some electoral advantage.

I might mention that four of these bins
are in my electorate, one at East and one
at West Yorkrakine, one at Kodj Kodjin
and one at North Batandee. The remain-
ing three are in the electorate of the mem-
ber for Northam, and I feel sure that If
he were in the H-ouse he would say, "Hear,
hear!" to the observation that he has
been particularly active in his representa-
tions for the construction of those bins.
Hle expressed some disappointment that
the construction of the three bins in his
electorate would have to be postponed for
12 months. The hon. member has been
most energetic and active in presenting
the case of the constituents in that por-
tion of his electorate, and his action ob-
viously supports that taken by the Oov-
erment in making the bins available to
farmers In that part of the wheatbelt,
thereby considerably easing their burden.

The member for Kalgoorlie, in a speech
which I particularly enjoyed, made refer-
ence to certain aspects of socialisation and
accused us on this side, quite rightly too,
of being socialists, if only little ones. With
that much of what he said I entirely agree.
When it suits our book we press the Gov-
ernment to take steps along socialistic
lines. I have no grouch about that, but I
believe in free and unrestricted enterprise.
I do not think the Country Party has ever
definitely proposed the complete eradica-
tion of socialism. It would be quite imprac-
ticable, anyhow. But some of the tall
poppies of the Liberal Party concur with
-my statement about free and- unrestricted

enterprise except when the establishment
of an institution by private enterprise is
liable to interfere with and compete
against one in which they are interested.
In that case they are not particularly keen
about it.

I can remember one occasion when Elder
Smith & Co. Ltd. made suggestions for
the extension to this State of Elder's
Trustee Co. which functions in South Aus-
tralia, the idea being that it could ad-
minister farmers' estates. I must confess,
in view of the set-up of Elder Smith &
Co. Ltd. in this State and the service it
renders to farmers and graziers, the
proposal had my approbation. However,
I am reliably informed that when the mat-
ter was placed before the local board,
several directors who had directorships on
two other trustee companies which func-
tion here, were not very keen about the
idea. But they still believe in free and
unrestricted enterprise! So I feel sure that
although we preach private enterprise, we
have a leaning in some respects to some
aspects of socialism.

Mr. Bovell: You speak for yourself!
Mr. CORNELL: I believe that where pri-

vate enterprise falls down on the job there
is an obligation on the Government to
remedy some of the defects that private
enterprise has permitted to continue.
Nevertheless, some supporters of the
Labour Party see great virtue in the capi-
talistic system and the profit motive. I
notice that the late E. G. Theodore, for
instance, left £500,000, which is consider-
ably more than I am ever likely to leave.

Mr. May: He made that after he left
politics.

Mr. CORNELL: Nevertheless, he made
it.

Mr. J. Hegney: It shows what a finan-
cial genius he was.

Mr. CORNELL: I quite agree.
Mr. Styants: if you find a good gold

mine you will soon leave £500,000.
Mr. CORNELL: He had more irons in

the fire than a gold mine.
Mr. Ackland: There were some in this

State, too.
Mr. CORNELL: Yes. I now come to a

question which I think should be brought
to the notice of the House-that of plant
pools.

The Minister for Works: Not so late
at night!

Mr. CORNELL: I did not hear that in-
terjection. Pooling, we are led to believe.
was inaugurated at the suggestion of local
governments. I cannot quite subscribe
to that proposition because I think
the matter was put on a plate to the
local authorities and it was said,
"Look, boys, you had better approve of
this. It is something the Government
wants you to do." Certain of the local
authorities did fall for the bait and gave
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the plant pool their blessing. But a peru-
sal of the many and varied fies which
the Minister for Works was generous
enough to place at my disposal, and which
if I had three days to spare I could read
with leisure, proved that they must have
been a small minority of the local authori-
ties, because the number of applications
received from the municipalities and road
boards for assistance from the money that
has been allotted to the plant pools, has
been considerable.

Again, of course, we strike a conflict of
legal opinion. Three solicitors appear to
have entered the ring on this occasion.
The opinion of our local Solicitor General
was thrown out before he could establish
a toehold. The opinion of Professor Bailey,
the Commonwealth Crown Solicitor, was
then sought. I might mention that my
opinion is that the Commissioner of Main
Roads, when requesting the State Solicitor
General for an opinion, put up a minute
more or less requesting him to give the
opinion that he, the Commissioner, really
wanted, and the Solicitor General appears
to have obliged.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: I have said that
before.

Mr. CORNELL: We do agree occasion-
ally. The concluding Paragraph of the
State Solicitor General's opinion is as fol-
lows:-

I am, therefore, of the opinion that
the State has no authority to grant
financial assistance for the purpose
of Purchasing roadxnaking plant to
local authorities who are in a posi-
tion to purchase such plant from loan
moneys.

The opinion of the Solicitor General was
that so long as a local authority had a
borrowing potential it could not possibly
be assisted in the purchase of plant. As
the borrowing potential of a local author-
ity is ten times its ordinary revenue, it
is pretty obvious that no local authority,
however small, could ever participate in
the Commonwealth grant which, in my
opinion, was given for the specific purpose
of assisting, as the Act says, local authori-
ties in the sparsely populated areas. The
original opinion of the State Solicitor
General was circulated to all road boards.
and the howls of dismay and indignation
that resulted caused the Commissioner of
Main Roads and the Minister to run for
cover. They then sought the opinion of
Professor Bailey which was--

The absence of a precise definition
of "beyond the -resources of local
authorities" Is due to the desires of
the Commonwealth to leave to the
States the determination of the most
appropriate means of providing plant
in necessitouss cases.

As to whether the assistance to local
authorities in this regard be by way
of direct grant or by the purchase and

pooling of such plant under a State
authority, would be a matter for the
respective States to decide.

However, in accordance with the
current transportation policy of the
Australian Transport Advisory Coun-
cil, which not only aims at each mode
of transport operating in its field of
greatest economy and usefulness, but
also aims at the maximum level of
economy of construction for each type
of transport, it would appear that,
from the information supplied to me,
the pooling of such plant is desirable
as it would ensure economical pur-
chase and operation.

The concluding paragraph states--
I do not think it proper that I

should express any view as to the
correctness or otherwise of the opin-
ion given by the Crown Solicitor of
Western Australia to your department.

It is rather surprising that that question
should be asked of Professor Bailey, A
third lot of solicitors, a private firm, then
entered the arena. This time an opinion
was obtained by the Road Board Asso-
elation of Western Australia from its soli-
citors, Messrs. R. S. Haynes & Co. After
dealing with the word "resources" as used
in the Commonwealth Act, and giving
definitions of it from a spate of diction-
aries, they say-

On the face of these definitions it
seems that the word generally includes
means or funds which can be obtained
in an emergency, or funds available
at need, and, If this were its true
meaning in this Act, the board's bor-
rowing power would be part of its
resources. But the term can quite
likely mean, in its Present context,
present existing funds owned by the
board and available for the purchase
of plant. We do not think it could be
seriously suggested that the section
meant to take into account the sale
value of the board's assets as build-
ings because surely the Commonwealth
legislature would not expect a board
to convert its assets into money to
purchase plant. it means rather re-
sources or funds which have not yet
been appropriated. If the term does
not cover money already spent, it is
quite probable that it does not include
money not yet in possession of the
board but which the board might bor-
row if it wished.

If "resources" include money which
can be borrowed, it would probably
be similarly correct to say that it in-
cludes rates to be raised in the next
and following Years, because in fixing
these rates the board can budget for
the purchase of plant, and we think
it most unlikely that the Legislature
would have intended "resources" to
carry that meaning.
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The Comnmissioner of Main Roads, backed
presumably by the Minister, decided that
the plant pool was to remain a plant pool,
and Z think, from memory there is at the
moment a sum of £162,000 lying to its
credit. The road boards are still clamour-
ing for some specific financial assistance
from that fund, but the reply is that it has
been ear-marked for plant which is on
order, and which I would say has been on
order for the past three years, and will be
delivered, no-one knows when. It is interest-
ing to trace the hop-scotch tactics of the
Commissioner of Main Roads in this mat-
ter.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: There is nothing
new about that.

Mr. CORNELL: On one fle there is a
minute to the Minister, from the Com-
missioner, in regard to a question raised
by the member for Pilbara. It reads as
follows:-

Mr. Rodoreda is making inquiries
about the special Commonwealth grant
of £60,000.

Members should note the next paragraph.
There is no such thing as a special

Commonwealth grant. I am not clear
as to what Mr. Rodoreda means. He
might possibly be referring to the pro-
posed use of £60,000 for plant pur-
chase, which it was decided would be
reserved from the £192,000 available
under Clause 6, Section 5, of the Com-
monwealth Aid Roads and Works Act
of 1947.

It is obvious that the Commissioner of
Main Roads knew perfectly well what the
member for Pilbara was asking, because
in one sentence he says he Is not clear
what the hon. member wants and in the
next breath he makes a suggestion and
scores a bull's eye. I am not sure whether
this was the answer given at the time,
but he says--

In view of the uncertainty as to
what the question refers to, the follow-
Ing answers are suggested: Answer
No. 1-No such grant exists. Questions
2 to 4 answered by No. 1.

Across that in pencil is written the word
"Cancelled," so possibly that may not have
been the answer, but I will bet that the
answer given was equally as evasive.
Throughout the negotiations with regard
to this plant pool can be seen the dead
hand of the commissioner of Main Roads,
and it is apparent that he was determined
that local authorities were not to be given
any reasonable grant from this fund to
enable them to purchase roadmaking plant
which the Commonwealth Government

hsaid they should receive.
At present there is £162,000 in kitty and

the only plant that has been delivered
consists of four power graders-Fordsons
-that have been allocated for use by some
of the North-West boards, and I think one
that is operating in the electorate of the
Mzember for Roe- To give Fordsons to those

local authorities is to send a boy on a man's
errand. It is like filling a boiler with a
teaspoon. This is a sorry state of affairs,
when road boards are being deprived of
what should be undeniably theirs. The
North-West road boards, in particular,
have received a raw deal, It is incon-
ceivable to me that some of those boards,
with a revenue of less than £1,000 per an-
num from rates and licenses, can ever ex-
pect to purchase worthwhile plant from
their own funds. This money was speci-
fically set aside to assist such boards.
There are several poor boards in my elec-
torate but they are not affected to the ex-
tent of those in the electorate of the
Leader of the Opposition, or others further
north.

They all have a justifiable cause for
complaint at the shabby tfr'atment meted
out to them. I suggest that the Minister
give away the idea of a plant pool. The
plant that is on order could be absorbed
if and when it arrives. The Main Roads
Board could probably utilise it to build
up its own nondescript plant. I suggest
that reasonably decent grants should be
made to the road boards. With £162,000
in hand assistance to the extent of £3,000
or £4,000 could, in certain cases, be made
available and the money expended in the
manner for which it was intended.

The Minister for Works: There are
about 149 of these local governing bodies.

Mr. CORNELL: That may be so, but this
money was earmarked for those in sparsely
populated areas and no more than one-
third of the boards would be competent to
receive assistance from this fund. I am
glad that the Minister is aL bit my way in
this matter. I hope that he will go the
whole distance in the near future and
rectify this state of affairs which cries aloud
to be remedied. Notes were taken of a de-
putation that waited on the Minister at
Donnybrook on Friday, the 18th August,
1950. Even the South-West boards are
anxious about the position. The Minister
says he wonders how the plant pool policy
was ever accepted by anyone, to which I
would add "Hear, hear."

There has apparently been some pres-
sure by local authorities for the establish-
ment of a plant pool. There are also
notes of a deputation that waited on the
Minister for Works at Greenbushes on
the 19th August, 1950. There the Minis-
ter repeated the views he had expressed
at Donnybrook and said he did not think
it was possible to provide pools of ma-
chinery which would meet the demands of
boards throughiout the State at one time.

Mr. J. Hegney: The idea was not sound.

Mr. CORNELL, Yes, what promised to
be a dazzling meteor turned out to be a
wet squib.

Mr. J. Hegney: Who sponsored it?
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Mr. CORNELL: It was conceived in a
frenzy of despair at having all this money
and in a determination that the local
authorities should not participate in any
direct grant. The sooner it aborts, the
better. Throughout the negotiations in
regard to the plant pool the Commissioner
of Main Roads seems to have been deter-
mined that he would be the be-all and
end-all of the scheme.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He is very conscious
that he Is in charge of a fund.

Mr. CORNELL,: He is using powers that
were given him and which it would re-
quire an amendment of the Act to remove,
in order to deprive the road boards-
I quote the remarks of a certain friend of
the member for West Perth-"of what
should be their birthright" and what was
given to them by the Commonwealth for
a specific purpose. I think the fund should
be distributed to the road boards in the
manner that was intended.

That brings me to a suggestion made
in this House some sessions ago for the
establishment of a parliamentary stand-
ing committee on public works. Had such
a committee been set up there would have
been more expedition in the progress of
public works in this State. Such a com-
mittee would have given attention to the
question of plant pools and any sensible
set of men would have ironed out the diffi-
culties and put the money to the use for
which it was intended.

With such a committee we would not
be witnessing the present spectacle of the
study in still life that is represented by
the inactivity on the new Causeway, and
that project would have been nearer com-
pletion that it is now. I admit that a Bill
for the setting up of a Parliamentary
standing committee on public works was
introduced without a great deal of en-
thusiasm. Certain clauses were inserted
in the Bill which meant that it was more
or less born with the stamp of death on
Its brow. While it was not stillborn, It
was so nearly so that it did not matter
and what would have been a necessary
and desirable adjunct to Parliament, went
overboard.

There is nothing further I have to say
At this late hour I do not think you, Sir,
would wish me to say more and I con-
clude by expressing to you my keen appre-
ciation of your indulgence to me. I wish
you well in the future and, in making my
maiden speech for this session. I again
desire to thank the officers of the House
for the courtesy and consideration ex-
tended to me during the rather brief
period that I have been here. At the re-
cent elections, after figuring in a photo-
finish three years before and winning by
a short head, hard ridden, I was given the
rather rare tribute of a walkover. I do
not anticipate that will happen again. I
think one In a parliamentary lifetime is
all that anyone can expect.

Mr. J. Hegney: How about the emus
and grasshoppers up there?

Mr. CORNELL: I think I have spoken
for a good deal longer than I originally
intended.

Mr. Hoar: Tell us more about them.
Mr. CORNELL: If the hon. member

wants me to enlarge on the emus and
grasshoppers. I will do so. but on another
occasion. I support the motion.

On motion by Mr. Rodoreda, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.12 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Thirteenth Day.
Debate resumed from the 7th September.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (Cen-
tral) [4.35]: Like others who have already
taken part in the debate, I offer my con-
gratulations to the new members. I am
sure they have taken up politics seriously,
and no doubt they will find it a full-time
and interesting task. One of the very
great privileges in life is to serve one's
country, but there are some who discount
the value of the services we render to the
people. Nevertheless, my experience en-
titles me to say that extremely good ser-
vice is rendered by our political repre-
sentatives, and I am sure that the new
members will add to that reputation.

I also add my expressions of regret, to
those of other members, that the time
arrived for two of our number to retire
from active participation in parliamentary
work. Mr. Thomson served this country
in a political capacity for a long time.
much longer even than the period I have
been in politics. He represented the people
of Katanning in the Legislative Assembly
and later the South-East Province in this
House. It is pleasing to know that he
has been succeeded by his son. Mr. Miles.
who has also left us, was a member of this
House for about 37 years. Nobody knew
the North-West better than he and, fur-
ther, no-one has done more for that part
of the State. I am sure that he will be
missed, for the knowledge and advice that
he could impart will be lacking in our
debates.
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